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DIOCESE OF LLANDAFF. 
GLAMORGAN. 


ABERDARE (St. JOHN). 
June 1, 1849. 


Tats church is scarcely worthy of notice, being so 
entirely modernised. It has a nave and chancel, the 
arch of which is Pointed, and a south porch. A small 
belfry over the west end. There is not one original 
window remaining, but the old font is extant: a large 
octagonal bowl, entirely plain, upon a stem of similar 
form. 
Barry (St. NicHo.as). 
September 9, 1866. 

A very small, mean church, externally whitewashed, 
roof and all. It has a chancel and nave, and over the 
west end a bell-cot for two bells in open arches. The 
chancel arch is flat, plain, and diminutive. There is a 
south porch. The font is octagonal and modern, and 
the windows have all been modernised. In the church- 
yard is the stump of the cross-shaft. 
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BISHOPSTON. 


July, 1836. 


The church is prettily situated in a deep hoHow, 
amidst rocky hills and embosomed in trees. It consists 
of a west tower, a nave, chancel, and south porch. The 
tower very rude, having a coarse battlement with billet 
cornice under it. No buttress or divisions, and the 
openings extremely narrow and rude—more of the 
castellated style. Within the porch is a doorway, with 
semicircular arch upon imposts.. The chancel arch is 
low and pointed, but with very slight curve. On the 
north side of the nave, near the chancel arch, is a 
very small trefoil lancet, set obliquely in the wall, and 
looking towards the east. On the south side is a 
wider lancet, also with trefoil head. The chancel has 
on the south one single and one double lancet, entirely 
plain. The interior is very bare, but with modern pews. 


The old font has vanished. 


CaDOXTON-JUXTA-BaRRY (St. Capoc). 
September, 1865. 


This church has a chancel and nave without aisles, 
a south porch and western tower, the whole of the 
outer walls being whitewashed. The tower is without 
buttresses or string course, rather low and rude, having 
a saddle-back roof with gables, a projecting-stair turret 
_at the north east, a Perpendicular two-light west 

window, the belfry openings small and slit-like, and 
one single-light trefviled with label. The porch is 
very large, and the interior doorway has continuous 
moulding. Probably the whole church is Perpendicular; 
the roofs are of cradle form. The chancel arch is 
Pointed and quite plain, without impost. The windows 
on the south of the nave are square-headed, of three 
lights, labelled ; and there is a projection corresponding 
with the rood-loft’s place. On the north side of the 
Nave is a narrow window near the west, possibly 
Norman ; and near the east end are two tiers of small 





IN THE FOUR WELSH DIOCESES. 247 


narrow windows (lychnoscopic?), the lowest a mere 
slit; the upper with trefoil head. The chancel has no 
window on the north, but on the south a Perpendicular 
square-headed one of two lights, with a label. The 
east window is modern and poor. In the churchyard 
are the steps of the cross. 


Capoxton-Juxta-NeatH (St. Capoc). 
August 17, 1869. 

A large church, almost completely modernised, save 
the tower. It has a spacious nave and chancel, but no 
aisles, and seems to have been enlarged and widened ; 
the outer walls apparently all modern, and having poor 
Gothic windows, some of which contain coloured glass. 
The chancel arch is perhaps original, obtusely pointed, 
plain and low; on each side of it, in the wall, opens a 
smaller arch, not similar in size or shape. The chancel 
has some curious, but not very ancient, monuments. 
The tower at the west end is of the local type, strongly- 
built and plain, approaching a military character. It is 
without buttresses, and has one string, an embattled 
parapet, and corbel table. The west window, of two 
lights, verges from Decorated to Perpendicular, its 
hood on head corbels with a bishop at the apex. The 
west doorway has bold continuous mouldings and hood. 
On the south side a pointed door leads to the stair- 
turret, which only extends up part of the tower. The 
belfry windows are trefoil-headed, single lights, and 
some other openings are mere slits. The tower appears 
to be vaulted within. 


CarErav (St. Mary). 
September 27, 1848. 
A small church on an abrupt eminence, where was a 
Roman encampment. It consists of a nave and chancel, 
west tower, and south porch. The tower is small, of 
rude construction, with pack-saddle roof, having the 
east and west sides gabled. The belfry windows long 
17? 
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and square-headed, and a few other slits for openings, 
and some traces of a west door. Against the north wall 
of the tower are some rude steps. On the north side 
this tower has no opening whatsoever. The porch is 
large, and entirely vaulted in stone; its doors very plain. 
On the south side of the nave is a window, formed of 
two trefoil-headed lights. On the north, near the east 
end of the nave, a low single, labelled window with 
trefoil feathering, apparently Third Pointed. The 
tower opens to the nave by a low Pointed arch. The 
chancel arch is Pointed and continuous. The chancel 
has some square-headed windows of two lights, of 
debased character. The font. has a cylindrical bowl on 
a shaft of like form. On the north side of the nave is 
a stone bench. The walls are whitewashed. 


CoycuurcH (St. GRALLO). 
September 25, 1847. 


A fine church and unusually good; cruciform, with 
central tower; the nave having aisles and clerestory. 
There is both First and Middle Pointed, plain but 
good, with much of the Herefordshire character, and 
comparatively little damaged by modern alterations. 
Some parts are Transitional in character. The windows 
of the aisles are lancets, with trefoil heads, opening 
internally by a segmental arch. The west window of 
the nave has three lancets within a containing arch ; 
and below it is a First Pointed door with hood-mould- 
ing and shafts, which have bands and moulded capitals. 
At the west end of each aisle is a very curious window, 
in shape of a quatrefoil, presenting to the interior the 
shape of a lozenge. These are said to occur in some 
other churches of this county, but are certainly very 
rare. The nave and aisles have sloping roofs, covered 
with stone slates. The nave is lofty, but narrow. On 
each side is an arcade of four lofty and bold Pointed 
arches, with octagonal piers, which have been scraped. 
Beyond the eastern termination of this arcade is an 
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unusually large interval of masonry on each side. In 
that on the north is a staircase leading to the belfry, 
and carried over part of the north aisle, where it is 
lighted by small square-headed openings. This stair- 
case also communicates with the rood-door, and the 
entrance to it faces west. The clerestory on the south 
has six-foiled windows, just seen externally over the 
aisle roof. On the north the windows are closed. The 
roof of the nave is coved and ribbed with a panelled 
cornice, having small figures of angels. The four arches 
under the tower are Pointed, springing straight from 
the walls without shafts. The transepts are lower 
than the nave, and have flat roofs. The north transept 
has at the end a First Pointed triplet within a seg- 
mental arch; the corresponding window on the south 
is Late and poor. The arch between the north transept 
and the aisle is Pointed, but very coarse. In the 
south transept a stone seat extends along the south 
end. On its east side are two trefoiled lancets ; and 
on the jamb of one is the figure of a saint painted in 
ancient fresco, but the head has perished. In the 
south wall is a piscina, with bold hood. The tower is 
embattled, and has the usual Welsh corbel-table, 
which, though appearing at first sight First Pointed, is 
eee much later. The belfry windows are square- 

eaded and labelled. There is a sort of dormer window 
at the east end of the nerth aisle, where the tower 
staircase is. The chancel is advanced First Pointed, 
but has a flat panelled ceiling to all but the eastern 
bay, which is coved. The arrangement of the chancel 
windows is elegant; on each side are four trefoiled 
lancets, set closely, and opening internally by segmental 
arches; and beneath them is a stringcourse. One 
window on each side is hidden by a modern monument. 
The east window is Middle Pointed, of three lights. 
Under the south-east window is a Pointed piscina and 
a sedile, each surmounted by a pedimental canopy. 
Under the north-east window is a_ large Pointed 
aumbry. There is a priest’s door, and appears to have 
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been a sacristy on the north. On the north side is a 
rudely-sculptured effigy of an ecclesiastic, with this 
inscription : “‘ Here lieth in grave the bodi of Thomas 
Ivans, Clerk, Person of Coychurch, demised the 2 day 
of April Anno Dom. 1591.” Opposite to it, on the 
south, is a diminutive figure of the same style, probably 
commemorating a child. ‘Here lyeth the bodi of 
William sonne of Robert Thomas and Barbara Fleming 
his wife.” The chancel is left free from pews. The 
walls have been scraped, and much remains of ancient 
colouring discovered ; on the southern tower arch some 
of Arabesque pattern, very bright. The font has an 
octagonal bowl on a stem of like form. The south 
porch has a good ribbed roof; within it is a door with 
good First Pointed mouldings, and near it internally is a 
benatura of circular form. The chancel has externally 
a First Pointed corbel-table, and there is a similar 
one in the transepts. The hoods of the windows are 
connected externally on the chancel and south aisle, 
but on the north aisle are no hoods. In the churchyard 
are some curious ancient crosses ; one, near the east 
end, has only the shaft remaining, of square form, and 
ornamented with fretwork. Near the south door is a 
more perfect one, with an octagonal shaft covered with 
fretwork ; the cross itself is perfect, and also fretty. 


Coyty (St. Mary). 
September 25, 1847. 


A cruciform church without aisles, but with central 
tower; the nave is very wide, and the transepts are 
equal in height to the nave; the whole appears to be 
Middle Pointed, plain, but in many respects good, and 
not unlike Coychurch in its character; the tower, 
indeed, is almost a counterpart of that of Coychurch, 
with the usual Welsh corbel-table under the battlement, 
square-headed two-light belfry windows, labelled, and 
a slit below. There is a plain south porch, with stone 
benches and a timber roof. The west door is plain, 
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chamfered ; the west window is a large and fine une of 
five lights, with rather curious Middle Pointed tracery : - 
something of a sort found in Kent. On the north of 
the nave are three windows of two lights, set deep 
with a double arch, which are also Middle Pointed ; on 
the south two similar ones and one square-headed 
Third Pointed. The transept ends have each a three- 
light Middle Pointed window ; those on the east side 
of the transepts are of two lights without foils. There 
is a kind of billet corbel-table along the exterior of the 
chancel. The roof is open, plain ribbed, and of cradle 
form. The tower rises on four Pointed arches, without 
capitals, opening to the nave, chancel, and transepts. 
Under it is a groined ceiling octopartite; it contains 
six bells. Over the west arch are stone brackets in 
the bare wall. In the north transept is an ogee three- 
foiled piscina in the eastern angle, and along its western 
wall are some rude stone steps leading to the tower and 
to the rood-loft, supported upon two stone semicircular 
arches ; beneath is a stone bench and a Pointed recess 
in the wall. The chancel has a three-light east window, 
which seems to have been altered, and is of a poor 
kind. On the north are two small Middle Pointed 
two-light windows, and, an appearance of a hagioscope. 
At the south west a plain wide lancet, not brought 
down low; another at the south east, under which is a 
curious arrangement of piscina and sedilia, consisting of 
three cinquefoiled arches with hoods, the two eastern 
set up very high, the western carried down low as a 
sedile. In the eastern is a multifoiled piscina; and in 
the pavement below it is a drain. There is a little 
bracket in the east wall. In the south transept is a 
trefoiled piscina, with cinquefoil orifice in the south 
wall. The font is a very large octagonal bowl without 
stem. On a flat stone is a cross, and near the south 
door a small arched recess, probably a stoup. Another 
similar one is near the west door. In the north 
transept is a small effigy of a female. In the chancel 
is an elegant panelled wood chest, exhibiting some fine 
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carving, chiefly Flemish.’ The churchyard is unusually 
‘large, and closely adjoining it are the ruins of the 
castle, much overgrown with trees and ivy. 


Eetwys Brewis (St. Brice). 
July 24, 1871. 


A small church, having only chance] and nave, south 
porch, and a small bell-cot over the west end. The 
chancel arch is Pointed, but very rude ; and adjacent to 
it are stone blocks, facing west on each side ; and on 
the north is some indication of a door to the rood-loft. 
There are no windows on the north side. The east 
window has two trefoil-headed lights, which seem to 
be Perpendicular. On the south of the chancel is an 
oblong recess and a priest’s door. The font has a 
circular. bowl on steps, with rope moulding round its 
upper part. The south porch has a Pointed doorway ; 
within it is one with obtuse arch, and near it an 
octagonal stoup. The bell-cot is original, and of un- 
common character, square and embattled, with a 
corbel-table, and a niche for a bell, 


Fieminestone (St. Micuazt). 
September 27, 1848, 


A small church, consisting of a nave with south 
transept, a porch and a chancel. Over the west end 
of the nave is a gable for two bells in open arches. 
The porch is set very close to the west end of the nave, 
and has a wood root, and a stone seat on the west side 
only. The outer door is continuous, the inner door 
cut in the centre. At the west end is an obtuse lancet, 
now closed ; and in the south-west part of the nave is 
a small window, with obtuse arched head and hood- 
moulding, having three-foil feathering. The transept 
is very large in proportion to the church, and has a 


1 Described and illustrated in Arch. Camb., 5th Ser., vol. v, 
p-400.--: eke We ‘58 re j 
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three-light window of Third Pointed character ; and on 
its east side a single trefoiled window with ogee head. 
In the wall of the transept is a fine sepulchral arch, 
with mouldings and shafts of Middle Pointed character. 
At the west end of the nave isa stone bench. There 
are no original northern windows, but one modern one. 
The roofs of both nave and chancel resemble that at 
St. Mary Church ; that of the nave is plainer, and that 
of the chancel has the eastern portion boarded. The 
chancel arch is a rude, misshapen one, bulging out, and 
without mouldings. The east window is of two lights, 
square-headed, with label. On the south of the 
chancel is a priest’s door, and two single windows with 
obtuse trefoiled heads, one of which has mouldings. 
There is a rood-door at some height on the south side 
of the chancel arch. The font has an octagonal bowl, 
on a stem. ‘Ihe exterior walls of the church are 
whitewashed, according to the practice of the neigh- 
bourhood. 


Giteston (St. GixEs). 
July 24, 1871. 


A small church, prettily placed close to the mansion- 
house, and comprising nave and chancel only, with 
south porch. Over the west end is a small square- 
topped bell-cot, embattled like that of Eglwys Brewis, 
and set on corbels. The chancel-arch is Pointed, but 
very rude; within it is a plain wood screen of Perpen- 
dicular character. There are no windows on the north. 
On the south are two square-headed windows of two 
lights, one Decorated, one Perpendicular in character. 
At the south east of the nave are two small two-light 
windows, set one over the other, and probably connected 
with the rood-loft. On the north is also a door, 
perhaps belonging to the same. The chancel has an 
east window of two cinquefoiled lights, labelled and 
square-headed ; at the south west a single light 
trefoiled ; one at the south east is a trefoiled lancet. 
The west. door is closed, The interior is pewed, but 
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neat. The font has a circular bowl on a similar stem. 
The porch is large in proportion, and has stone 
benches. ‘The doorway is Pointed, and over the 
interior one is a niche with ogee crocketed canopy. 
Near this door is an octagonal stoup. 


KEnFIe. ; 
September 26, 1848. 

A rude church of the South Wales stamp, comprising 
a nave and chancel, with a large and coarse western 
tower, to the west side of which is attached a very 
large porch. It is probable that the whole is Third 
Pointed, though there is little distinction of an 
architectural character. The tower is much ruder 
than that of Pyle; it has a battlement, below which 
on the north and south sides is the usual plain corbel- 
table ; but none on the east or west. -In the centre 
of the western battlement is a kind of pediment, a 
common feature in this country. The belfry is lighted 
only by a narrow slit on each side; on the south is 
a large stair-turret, lighted also by slits, but not 
reaching up very high; some of these slits are barred. 
The tower arch is low and plain, rude, and misshapen, 
of very obtuse form upon coarse imposts. The chancel 
is also very low.; there is a square recess on the north- 
east side, and brackets in the east wall. The font is 
Norman, and curious; the bowl cup-shaped, with a 
rope moulding round the rim, and courses of scaly 
mouldings. The whole church is whitewashed exter- 
nally, even the roof. The site is elevated, and 
commands a sea view over flat sandy burrows. 


Lateston (St. Ituryp). 
September 24, 1847. 
Chancel and nave; south porch and large west tower. 
The chief features seem to be Third Pointed; but 
the windows throughout the chancel and nave are 
modern, and closed with shutters. The chancel arch is 
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depressed, and rises at once from the wall. On each 
side of it is a niche in the wall; that on the south 
moulded and trefoiled; that on the north without 
foils. The interior is rather bare. South of the altar 
is a piscina, being a sort of trough beneath a Pointed 
arch. There are large monuments against the east 
wall. The tower has rather more architecture about it 
than usual in the district, though partaking in some 
measure of the prevalent character. It is large and 
massive, without buttress, with battlement and the 
usual corbel-table. It is divided by a string into two 
equal portions, and another string runs round the base. 
At the south-east is a large embattled stair-turret, and 
at the angles four gargoyles. There is on the west 
side a door, with rather flat arch, moulded, and flanked 
by pinnacles, which rise from the corbels. Over it is a 
three-light window, with rather unusual, but not 
elegant, tracery of six foils, apparently late. The 
belfry windows are double, and square, on each side. 
The lower story of the tower is vaulted, and the arch 
to the nave springs from shafts, being of good Pointed 
form. On the north side of the nave, near its east 
boundary, is a large projection, with window in it, now 
closed ; this is, perhaps, the rood-stair. Most of the 
northern windows are closed. The south porch has 
curious pinnacles flanking its gable, and one at its 
apex. These are of rather debased work, but vary, 
and stand upon very odd corbel-heads. Within the 
porch is a depressed ogee door, with finial mouldings 
and small shafts. The font has a plain, small, octagonal 
bowl on a stem of like form. There is an ugly west 


gallery. 


LuancaRFan (St. Catwe). . 
July 24, 1871. 
This church is larger and of greater interest than 
most of those around. The plan comprises nave and 
chancel, with south aisle reaching to the east end, 
western tower and south porch. The nave is spacious ; 
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and the aisle, which is nearly equal to it'in width, does. 
_ not extend quite—though very nearly—to its western 
extremity. The arcade of the nave to the aisle has 
four sharply-pointed Early English arches, springing 
from square piers, with angles chamfered; the caps 
have rude sculpture of varied character; some have 
foliage or fruit; one has four rude heads; and the 
arches are perfectly plain and without mouldings, all 
of rough execution. The roof of the nave is of cradle 
form, with ribs and bosses; and those of the south 
aisle and chancel are similar, with plastering between 
the ribs. The south porch is large and good, Perpen- 
dicular, with open-ribbed roof, and has a pretty good 
entrance-door, with arch mouldings and hood. Over 
the inner door is a Perpendicular niche, with a flat 
arch, trefoiled. The inner doorway is Early English, 
of rude character, the arch having rounds and hollows 
in its mouldings, and the inner member having a 
recessed column with fluted cap. Near this door 
internally is a circular stoup, also Early English. The 
windows of the nave and aisle are mostly Decorated, 
of two lights; on the north is one of two lights, Late 
Perpendicular. The chancel arch seems to be tran- 
sitional from Norman to Early English, but is much 
mutilated ; it is Pointed, and very wide, in a very 
thick wall; and the square imposts have a kind of 
Early Dogtooth ornament in hollow squares. The 
lower part of the archway is crossed by a dwarf wall, 
which must have supported the screen of the rood-loft. 
In the north wall, corresponding with the rood-loft’s 
place, are two square-headed windows, each of two 
lights, and one-above the other ; the lights cinquefoiled, 
one having lighted the screen and the other the gallery. 
The door and stair to the rood-loft partly remain, 
and can be seen in the north wall: and there are two 
brackets above the chancel-arch. The chancel is 
spacious, and has on the north two windows: one 
Decorated, of two lights; the other of singular design, 
and probably Perpendicular, having five lights under 











“AUTHSNV SUMOWV TX) ‘HOW OHY) NVAAVONVTT 








-——  C + Ee - + ror 
3340S OF of oz oT 0 S or 









BS CCF QW WW QW 





ag 














TAUNVHO 














Q3.LNIOd GYIHL es 


O3LNIOd ONOISSRG NSS 


KG. GSS 


G3.ANI0d LSUId eee. 





























IN THE FOUR WELSH DIOCESES. 257 


a Tudor arch, with tracery, all set in a square frame. 
‘The design is uncommon, and not elegant. The east 
window is of three lights, modern and poor ; but the 
arch is original. There is an elaborate wood screen, in 
a decayed state, placed now as a sort of reredos, near 
the east wall, just enclosing a small space, by some 
supposed to have been across the chancel arch. It is 
really a fine thing: having nine spaces, with canopies 
of delicate tabernacle work, undergroined, set on a 
stone base. The chancel is divided from the south 
aisle, or chapel, by three Pointed arches, with octa- 
gonal piers having capitals. The arch is chamfered ; 
in the eastern appears a stone bench, or rude piscina, 
and a piscina with a moulded circular bowl. The 
south aisle is carried on, without division, to the 
east end; but the part ranging with the chancel is 
considered to be the chapel of the Raglans. There is 
some Perpendicular wood screen work in the arcade, 
parting off this chapel. In the south wall is a round 
piscina in the cill of the south-east window. The 
windows are Decorated, of two and three lights; but 
one set up high in the south wall, and corresponding 
with those on the north connected with the rood-loft, 
which is Perpendicular, square-headed, of two lights. 
The font has an octagonal bowl, on a similar stem; 
and on each face a kind of tongue-like cutting, set on 
a square base. The tower arch is a plain Pointed one, 
‘upon corbels. The tower is of the prevailing half- 
fortified character, strongly built and rather low, with 
embattled parapet on small corbels. It has a modern 
west door and window; there are no buttresses nor 
string-course, and all the original openings are loop- 
like and single. The roofs are covered with slate. 
The interior is untidy and neglected, though some 
faint symptoms of restoration appear in the chancel. 
In the churchyard are two old buildings: a church- 
house of Perpendicular character, and the rectorial 
barn of earlier and better character. 
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LianpoueH (near Cowbridge). 
August 18, 1869. 


A small church, undergoing a complete restoration. 
It consists of nave and chancel, south porch, and _bell- 
turret over the west end. The original chancel arch, 
said to have been very small and narrow, in a large 
mass of wall, has been replaced by a new Pointed one, 
upon marble shafts, and a new low stone screen has 
been added across it. The chancel roof is entirely 
new, as is also the east window, which is of three 
lights, Transitional from Early English to Decorated ; 
the windows of the chancel are lancets, with trefoil 
heads, and the most eastern has two seats in the cill ; 
there is a good piscina, with trefoil head on shafts. 
A new vestry has been added on the north, opening 
by three Pointed arches. The nave has an ancient 
cradle-roof;. and there is the arrangement common in 
Glamorganshire, a rood-door on the north, with the 
steps in the wall, and a low trefoil-headed window, set 
quite low down. ‘The windows of the nave are mostly 
new: but one near the west is original : a single lancet 
with trefoil head. At the west end is a two-light 
window, with trefoil heads, and no west door. The 
projection for the rood-stair is seen on the north ; 
while on the south of the nave, near the east end, is 
an oblong recess, and a square opening filled with a 
quatrefoil, and a slit-like window set high. The porch 
has an obtuse arch to its doorway, and within it one of 
similar form ; it has stone seats and a fair timber roof, 
with flowered cornices and a central rib. Near it isa 
stoup of circular form. 


LLANDOUGH (near Cardiff). 
August 8, 1853. 


This small church seems to have been almost 
wholly rebuilt, and presents a neat though modern 
appearance. It has a chancel and nave only, with a 
bell-turret over the west end for two small bells. 
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The chancel-arch is Norman, with chevron mouldings 
upon imposts. There are no windows on the north: 
those on the south are square-headed, of Decorated 
character. The west window is of three, the east of 
two lights, all Decorated, and the latter has some 
stained glass. In the churchyard on the north side is 
a shaft with four corner columns, having Perpendicular 
lozengy mouldings, probably the remains of a cross. 


LLANEDARN (St. EprEyRry). 
July 11, 1858. 


A small church, having chancel and nave, western 
tower and south porch. The east window is Decorated, 
of three lights, but may have been altered from its 
original plan ; north of the chancel is a single window, 
trefoiled.. In the nave, on the north, is one of two 
ogee-headed, trefoiled lights (a local type); also 
some Perpendicular ordinary windows, both north and 
south, of three lights ; and close to the pulpit on the 
south a small two-light Decorated window. There is 
a projection on the north for the rood-stair; the 
chancel-arch is Pointed, with continuous mouldings. 
The tower has a battlement, and a slight projecting 
staircase on the north; no buttresses, but the base 
swelling out with a batter. The belfry windows are 
of two lights. The tower-arch to the nave is Pointed 
and plain: the font octagonal and small. The porch 
has a moulded doorway. The walls are whitewashed 
externally ; and the church stands conspicuously on a 
lofty eminence, just opposite the Church of St. 
Mellon’s, on a similar height. 


LLANGAN. 
August 18, 1869. 
It is doubtful whether any part of the present 
church is ancient: the whole seems to have been 
recently rebuilt, yet possibly some portions of the 
walls may be old. It has a chancel and nave, with 
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south porch ; and over the west end a bell-gable for 
two bells in open arches. On the north side may be 
seen the projecting rood-staircase, with the upper 
and lower doors opening within; the door has wood 
tracery ; over the south door is a new canopied niche. 
The chancel-arch is Pointed, with continuous moulding, 
perhaps original. The west window is a trefoil-headed 
lancet: on the north is one window of two trefoil- 
headed lights ; the southern windows are all new: the 
east window has three lights, with trefoiled ogee 
heads. The seats are all open; and there is a neat 
new font, in Norman style, having a circular bowl on 
an octagonal stem. 

In the churchyard is a very fine cross, in perfect 
state ; the shaft is lofty, and surmounted by a kind of 
tabernacle work, with four niches facing the cardinal 
points, containing sculpture representing: 1. The 
Crucifixion ; 2, The Pieta and two other figures, north 
and south. There is also another round-shaped 
sculptured stone (cross), rather coarsely executed. 


LLANMIHANGEL (St. MicHast). 
August 12, 1869. 


A smali church, adjacent to the fine ancient mansion, 
consisting merely of nave and chancel, with south 
porch and western tower. The porch resembles that 
at Llandough, has an obtuse arch at entrance, roof 
open and ribbed, and inner doorway Pointed and 
chamfered. The tower arch to the nave is a rude 
and very narrow Pointed one, and over it a door 
opening to the ringing floor; the tower has plain 
vaulting, and a west window of Perpendicular charac- 
ter, square-headed and cinquefoiled, of two lights: it is 
small, and has a saddle roof, the east and west sides 
being gabled ; a corbel table under the belfry windows, 
which are mere slits; no buttresses, but a Pointed 
doorway on the west, and much of the prevailing 
quasi-military character. The nave has a fair open 
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roof; the wall-plate on the north comes down lower 
than on the south, and is on corbel heads. The 
windows are various. On the north of the nave is a 
trefoil-headed lancet and a square-headed window, set 
high, close to the rood-loft place; also one below it, 
labelled, but partially closed. There is the rood-door 
and staircase in the wall, as at St. Donat’s. There is 
an oblong square-headed window on the south, and 
a square-headed Perpendicular one of two cinque- 
foiled lights. The chancel arch is a rude obtuse one; 
the chancel is short, the east window square-headed, 
of two lights, debased : the north and south windows 
modern, and the walls wainscotted in debased style. 
It has two large monuments, 1717 and 1722, to the 
Edwins.' Near the chancel arch are two brackets. 
The font has a square bowl with the angles cut off—a 
common practice hereabouts—on a short stem. In the 
churchyard, close to the east end of the chancel, is a 
curious sepulchral slab, on which is sculptured the 
bust of a priest, sunk in a hollow, with clasped hands, 
below which is a cross; the inscription is not very 
legible. The work is rude, and the date appears to be 
1591. Curious as a post-Reformation specimen of a 
Roman Catholic priest. 


LuaNntrRitHyD (St. [nityp). 
September 27, 1848. 


The plan is that of a nave, chancel, west tower and 
south porch ; the chancel lower than the nave. The 
tower tapers, and has a battlement and block cornice ; 
the centre battlement on the east and west sides being 
gabled. The belfry window is a square-headed slit, 
and there is another slit for an aperture; no buttress 
nor west window; but a plain west door, with mould- 
ings ; and hood, with corbels. In the north wall of 


1 Humphrey Edwin, Lord Mayor of London, bought Llanmihangel 
from Sir Robert Thomas about 1650, and his heiress married 
Francis Wyndham, unde the Earl of Dunraven. 
6TH S8ER., VOL, I. 18 
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‘the nave is an arched recess, under which is a 
sepulchral effigy in low relief, with the hands crossed 
over the breast, and holding something resembling a 
pear; and round the edge of the slab is a course of 
ball-flowers round the base, something like the Tudor 
‘flower. On the south side of the nave are two Middle- 
Pointed windows of two lights, set on different levels, 
one with a hood: on the north one of two lights 
without foils, and one doubtful lancet; the roof of 
the nave resembles that at St. Mary’s Church. In the 
south wall, near the pulpit, is a trefoiled niche. The 
chancel arch has pretty good continuous mouldings ; 
the framework of the “Sanctus” bell may be seen 
within it. There is a rood-screen of Third-Pointed 
work, having a cornice of Tudor -flowers. The 
chancel is debased: Third-Pointed, and has a labelled 
priests’ door on the south, and square-headed windows. 
The east window is of the Laudian kind, resembling 
those at St. Catherine Cree in London, with the date 
1655. In the sacrarium is a slab, sculptured with 
a cross as late as 1588; and in the chancel a very 
gorgeous Elizabethan tomb to some of the Basset and 
Mansel families, a.p. 1597. The font has an octagonal 
bowl, and is sculptured in a debased fashion, probably 
coeval with the chancel, with crosses and roses. 

In the western portion of the nave, on the south 
side, is a trefoiled lancet, and over it a debased square- 
headed window. The porch has a plain Pointed inner 
door. The exterior is whitewashed. In the church- 
yard is a dos d’dne, with a cross. On the west side of 
the church is an Elizabethan mansion." 


LLANTWIT-NEXT- NEATH. 
May 31, 1849. 
A small church, having a nave, chancel, west tower 
and south porch; rude and plain. The chancel has a 
trefoil-headed lancet on the south, but the east 


1 For an account of Llantrithyd Parish Church and Mansion, see 
Arch. Camb., 3rd Ser., vols. xii. and xiii, and vol. xv. 
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window is closed, and there are none on the north 
side. Those.in the nave are modernised. . The chancel 
arch is rude and obtuse. The tower is decidedly a 
Welsh one, plain and rough: but, like many others, 
probably Late, though with features that might appear 
earlier. It has no buttress but a battlement, under 
which there is the common block cornice, The belfry 
windows are square-headed ; the lower part of the 
tower bulges out, a frequent characteristic in South 
Wales. The font is square, with rope moulding round 
the upper part. 


MONKNASH. 
August 11, 1869. 

A small church, having chancel and nave, with 
south porch, and bell-cot over the west end ; the latter 
is stepped. The east window -is Decorated, of three 
lights; and on the north of the chancel is one single 
Norman window. On the south of the nave are 
square-headed, labelled, Perpendicular windows. The 
chancel-arch is a plain one of semicircular form; and 
across it a low, plain, stone screen, which is original. - 
The porch is very large. The church has been 
restored, and is in good case. 


Newcastie (St. Iityp). 
July 26, 1860. 

This church had originally only a nave and chancel, 
with west tower ; but the nave has lately been rebuilt, 
and has received the addition of a north aisle. The 
chancel is old, and rather mean outside, though 
neat within; and has a lancet on the north side; a 
very diminutive east window of two lights, Decorated, 
having externally a mutilated crocketed hood, windows 
of a similar kind on the north and south of the chancel, 
and on the south a single light, with ogee head and 
hood on head-corbels. The tower is left untouched, 


and is of the local type, of good masonry and strongly 
| 18? 
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built ; it seems to be Perpendicular, and is without 
buttress, divided by one stringcourse ; has a battlement 
with block corbel table under the parapet, four small 
pinnacles, and an octagonal stair-turret at the south 
east, which rises above the parapet, and has itself a 
battlement and small pinnacles, and is lighted by small 
slit openings. There are gargoyles at the angles 
of the parapet of the tower; the belfry windows are 
square-headed, labelled, and of two lights: on the west 
side a three-light Perpendicular window and labelled 
doorway: the tower is of fine grey stone, and has a 
picturesque effect. The newly -rebuilt nave has 
Decorated windows of two lights ; those on the north 
are single, with tracery on the heads; the porch has 
also been rebuilt; the arcade of the nave has three 
Pointed arches, with octagonal columns; the interior 
is entirely fitted with open seats, and the pulpit and 
desk face south. The font has an octagonal bowl on 
a stem of like form. The tower arch is Pointed, 
chamfered, and continuous. The chancel-arch seems to 
be new, and the chancel is modernised within. 

The situation is fine : the churchyard, on an elevated 
terrace, commanding a pleasant view. On the north 
are the ruins of the castle, in which is a very curious 
arched doorway, apparently Transitional from Norman 
to Early English; the outer arch semicircular, with 
continuous roller-moulding, having foliaged capitals : 
within this arch is the doorcase, of a sort of segmental 
form; the whole enriched with a curious unusual 
ornament, resembling a series of clasplike articles. 


Newron. Norrace. 
September 24, 1847. 
A curious little church, quite on the sea shore, 
comprising only a chancel and nave, with a western 
tower and south porch. The chancel is regularly 
developed, and is narrower than the nave. The whole 
appears to be Third-Pointed, of a rough kind. The 
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tower is remarkable: very solid and massive, and 
having the east and west sides of the parapet gabled, 
so as to form a saddle-back. The north and south 
sides are rudely embattled. Under the parapet is a 
corbel-table, set lower on the east and west than the 
other sides. In the east gable is a flattened trefoil 
opening. On the west side is a pretty good door, with 
ogee canopy, having crotchets and finial, and flanked 
by pinnacle buttresses. The finial of the west door is 
surmounted by a flowered cross, and under the 
flanking pinnacles are angels bearing shields. The 
arch mouldings are good, with small shafts set on 
stone ledges. Above is a three-light Third-Pointed 
window. There are some plain slits on the north and 
south sides of the tower. The tower arch to the nave 
is Pointed. The chancel arch is also Pointed, but 
plain and rude. Most of the windows are modernised. 
The roof is plain and open. On the north side of the 
nave, towards the east, is a projection containing 
the stairs, both to the rood-loft and pulpit. The 
pulpit is remarkable, being of stone, forming a semi- 
circle: but decidedly Third-Pointed. It has a cornice, 
with bold sculpture of vine leaves and grapes; also a 
sculptured representation of the martyrdom of a saint, 
bound by the feet, between two executioners, one 
bearing an uplifted sword. The entrance to the pulpit 
is by a flattened arch, containing a flowered moulding 
and two figures of angels. The rood-door on the 
north has a flattened trefoil head. The chancel has on 
the south a labelled priest’s door, and a debased 
window. The east window is closed. The altar has a 
very large stone slab on solid masonry. It is doubtful 
whether this is ancient. The east end is flanked by 
pinnacled buttresses. The south porch is very large, 
now used as a vestry, and contains a benatura, on a 
shaft. The door has a flat arch. The font has an 
octagonal bowl, on a diminishing stem and square 
plinth. The chancel has a coved roof. There is a 
gravestone, charged with a cross. 
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PenartH (St. AvGusTiNe). 
August 8, 1853. 


A small church, very conspicuously situated on an 
eminence overlooking the Bristol Channel, and well 
known as a sea-mark. It has only a chancel and nave, 
with a low west tower, and a south porch of large 
dimensions, as usual in this locality. The tower is 
gabled on the east and west sides; is thick and 
strongly built, according to the provincial character, 
with small openings or windows partially closed ; the 
arch to the nave is very rude and plain. The chancel- 
arch is also very plain, and of depressed form; there 
are no windows on the north of the chancel : and those 
on the north of the nave are very small, with trefoil 
heads. The east window is of three lights, and poor 
character ; on the south of the chancel is one of two 
lancet arches, but of doubtful character. In the nave 
on the south are two Late square-headed windows and 
one single one. On the south of the chancel arch is 
the rood-door, with steps in the thickness of the wall. 
The font is of a common South Wales type: the bowl 
square, scolloped below, stands on a cylindrical stem 
raised on steps. The south side has been white- 
washed externally. In the churchyard are two high 
steps, and the stump of a cross. 


Pyze (St. James). 
September 26, 1848. 


The plan comprises a chancel and nave, with western 
tower and south porch. There is less than usual of 
the Welsh rudeness, but the whole appears to be 
Third Pointed. The east window is of three lights. 
On the south of the chancel are two square-headed . 
ones, respectively of one and two lights, and a priest’s 
door. In the nave are square-headed windows on the 
south ,side, with labels, and of two and three lights. 
On the north side were originally no windows, but 
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some modern ones have been inserted. At the north- 
west of the chancel is a projection, with a door, 
apparently for the rood-stairs. The chancel arch is 
Pointed, springing straight from the wall; and the 
tower-arch .is similar. The south porch has stone 
benches. The tower is solid and strongly built, 
embattled with corbel-table below the battlement. 
The belfry window on each side is a square slit; 
another slit in the stage below ; and on the west side a 
square-headed window, closed; and a Pointed door. 
There is no buttress, but on the south a stair-turret, 
reaching up one story. There is a cross in the 


churchyard. 


EGLWYSILAN. 
May 17, 1851. 

A long, narrow church, on a lofty eminence, with 
only a few houses near ; the chancel is somewhat lower 
than the nave, and there is a south porch and western 
tower; the latter is plain and rude, with battlement 
and four small crocketed pinnacles, but no buttress ; it 
has two stringcourses, and few openings; on the west 
no belfry window: on the other sides square-headed. 
There are very few windows on the north side of the 
church, and those modern; on the south of the nave 
are some square-headed and debased ; in the chancel, 
on the south, are two trefoil-headed lancets of First- 
Pointed appearance: and at the east a triple one 
cinquefoiled, perhaps Late and altered. The chancel 
arch is a plain Pointed one, rather straight-sided. 
There is a stone bench along the south wall of the 
chancel. The west door is modern, and the porch plain. 
There is a lych-gate. 


LLANTRISANT. 
| May 16, 1851. 
A church superior to the generality in the neigh- 
bourhood, and lately improved in condition : it consists 
of chancel, nave with aisles, western tower, and north 
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and south porches. The exterior is whitewashed, 
and of plain Third Pointed character; but within the 
remarkable feature is the simple Norman arcade on 
each side of the nave, of five plain arches, tall and 
wide, with plain cylindrical columns, having square 
































Font in Llantrisant Church, Glamorganshire. 


caps of thin lamine. The aisles are very narrow, 
with lean-to roofs ; that of the nave a respectable open 
one, of a plain sort and Welsh character. The seats 
are all low and uniform : the pulpit a new Gothic one 
of wood. The chancel is low and mean; its arch low, 
but rather acutely Pointed. The tower arch is Late 
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and depressed, with continuous moulding. There is a 
vestry, parted off at the west end of the south aisle. 




















LLANTRISSANT CM. 
Sketch of Slab, with Incised Crosses, fixed into North Side. 


The font has an octagonal bowl, each face having a 
circle containing stars; the stem an octagonal block. 
Against the north wall a sepulchral effigy of a lady is 
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set up, in fair preservation. The windows are mostly 
debased. The tower is low and embattled, with 
square-headed belfry windows and corner buttresses, 
and an octagonal corner turret. The situation of the 
church is very striking: on the summit of a lofty hill, 
surmounting the mean old town, and commanding a 
transcendentally- fine view. The graves are very 
prettily adorned with flowers. 


PETERSTONE-SUPER-ELY (St. PETER). 


August 31, 1849. 


This church has a nave and chancel, south porch, 
and western tower: chiefly Third Pointed, and white- 
washed externally. The tower is large, with a battle- 
ment and gargoyles: the usual Welsh corbel-table and 
buttresses at the angles ; it is divided by a stringcourse 
into two portions; the belfry windows are square- 
headed and labelled; the west window similar; the 
tower has a stone vault, and the arch is Pointed and 
continuous, with much blank wall about it. The roof 
is open, the timbers on small wood shafts, all of Late 
character. The windows of the nave are square- 
headed, and of three lights. The porch is large, with 
a plain door, on which is some old ironwork. At the 
south-east corner of the nave is a square-headed 
window of two lights, set high up in the wall. The 
chancel is lower than the nave; the chancel arch 
Pointed and chamfered, springing straight from the 
wall. On the south are the rood-door and steps, but 
the rood-screen has been destroyed. The east window 
is modernised : on the south of the chancel is a priest’s 
door, hooded, and a square-headed window of two 
lights ; no windows on the north. The font has an 
octagonal bowl, rather small, upon a shaft with hori- 
zontal mouldings. 
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_ Sr. ATHAN. 
July 24, 1871. 

A cruciform church, with central tower and no aisles. 
The roofs high-pitched ; and there is a large south 
porch. The west window is Decorated, of three lights, 
rather Transitional to Perpendicular. ‘There are no 
windows on the north of the nave or transept. The 
The tower is upon four very plain Pointed arches, 
without moulding or imposts. The north transept has 
on the east a three-light window, merely of plain 
lights under a Pointed arch; at the north end is a 
square-headed debased window of four lights, with 
transom. The windows on the south of the nave have 
been mutilated ; but at the south-east is set high up a 
narrow single window, as if connected with the rood- 
loft. The south transept is altogether Decorated, and 
has at the east and west a square-headed window of 
three lights. There is a hagioscope from the nave into 
the south transept, and one from the south transept 
into the chancel. The window at the south of the 
transept has externally an ogee crocketed canopy 
upon corbel-heads. At the south end is a fine one of 
three lights, with reticulated tracery ; and there are 
squints from this transept into both chancel and nave. 
Under the south window are two fine tombs to the 
Berkerolles, formerly possessors of Orchard Castle, in 
this parish. One is under a fine ogee canopy, with 
crockets and finial flanked by crocketed pinnacles, set 
diagonally, and having double feathering: the larger 
canopy divided into two arched divisions, with central 
corbel. The eastern pedestal of the pinnacle bears 
an ogee niche, with piscina, showing that this was a 
chantry chapel, with an altar. The western pedestal 
is also charged with a fine canopied niche, with good 
groining under the canopy, and roses in the mouldings, 
carried all down. ‘The tomb is panelled with ogee 
niches, having crockets and intermediate pinnacles ; 
and from it are the recumbent effigies of a knight and 
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lady ; the former, cross-legged, bears a shield charged 
with a chevron between three crescents, and a dog at his 
feet. The lady has a wimple; and both have the 
hands joined in prayer. Another tomb, beneath a 
crocketed ogee canopy, has also two figures, of a 
knight and lady: the knight cross-legged, with 
shield having the same armorial bearings as the other. 
The details are similar to those of the other sepulchre, 
and there are flanking pinnacles." The chancel has a 
Decorated east window, of two lights, restored ; at 
the south-east one of two trefoiled lights; other 
windows on the south are single lancets, much splayed. 
There is a priest's door on the south, and a Pointed 
niche south of the altar, with piscina. In the north 
wall is a sepulchral recess. The font has a circular 
bowl, cup-shaped, with projecting lip, and on a square 
plinth. There is a staircase in the north transept, 
leading to the tower, and perhaps the rood-loft. The 
porch is large, and has a ribbed wooden roof; the 
outer doorway Pointed and continuous; the door 
within stilted. The tower has battlements, and corbel- 
table below, and corner buttresses. 


St. Brive Masor. 
August 26, 1849. 

The plan is chancel and nave without aisles, west 
tower and north porch. The north door and the chancel 
arch are Norman, both rather curious, the north-door 
head being a kind of flattened trefoil under a semi- 
circular tympanum. The north porch is of very large 
size, as is often the case in this county ; and near the 
door is a benatura. The most frequented approach to 
this church is, contrary to usual custom, on the north, 
on which side is the shaft of the Cross, elevated on 
several steps. The chancel arch is a plain semicircular 
one, with square imposts, which have very regular 


1 For a full description of these tombs, see Arch. Camb., 8rd Ser., 
vol. xv, pp. 76-77. 
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mouldings. On each side of the arch is a hagioscope, 
with flattened arch; and on the north angle of the 
chancel is a recess. The chancel has on the south 
three lancet windows, with trefoil heads; and one at 
the north-west. The other windows throughout the 
church are wretched modern ones. There is a very 
small, plain piscina on the south. In the north wall of 
the chancel is a large Third Pointed tomb under a 
flat ogee arch, with flowered mouldings, statues and 
shields, the sides enriched with kneeling figures in 
relief, and four crocketed canopies. The effigies 
represent a cross-legged knight and lady, of the Butler 
or Boteler family.’ There is also an earlier slab, with 
the inlaid figure of a crossed-legged knight, with in- 
scription to John de Boteler; and also another slab, 
with a cross, in the two upper spaces of which are 
crosses within circles. The font is a plain octagonal. 
The tower is vaulted internally in its lower story, and 
opens to the nave with a continuous Pointed arch ; it 
resembles many neighbouring towers, and is of doubt- 
ful age, having a battlement and the Welsh corbel- 
table, and incipient angular pinnacles and buttresses ; 
a stair-turret on the south, only to the lower stages ; 
and a square-headed belfry window. 


St. GEORGE-SUPER-ELY. 
August, 1857. 


A small cruciform church, with central tower, and 
having no aisles. ‘There is a lancet window on the 
north of the chancel; the other windows are mostly 
modern, and the church has of late years been much 
renovated. The tower itself has been raised, and 
gabled on each side; but rises on four very plain 
Pointed arches, opening to the chancel, nave, and 
transepts. 


1 For a fuller n°tice of this church and its monuments, see Arch. 


Cumb., 5th Ser., vol. v, p. 395. 
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St. Hinary. 
August 17, 1869. 

A good parish church, in excellent condition, and 
having more of good work than the generality of 
churches in Glamorganshire. It consists of a nave 
with south aisle, chancel, western tower, and south 
porch. The nave is unusually wide; and the whole of 
the roof, both in nave and chancel, is new, with tie- 
beams and king-posts. The porch is also new. The 
chancel arch is Norman, has two-edged orders on 
imposts, and is very obtusely Pointed ; the arcade of 
the nave has five Pointed arches, with mouldings 
carried down the piers, which have no caps. The 
windows of the nave and aisle are all Decorated, 
mostly renewed ; on the north side one is Pointed, but 
almost all the others are square-headed, except the one 
at the west end of the aisle, which is a Perpendicular 
of five lights. The chancel has on the north side one 
single lancet, singularly. running externally into an 
ogee-head. The east window is flowing Decorated, 
of five lights; the south-west window a narrow, square- 
headed slit. There is a square-headed piscina in the 
east. wall, and a bracket. On the north-east of the 
nave are two stories of windows connected with the 
rood-loft ; one set quite low, the upper one square- 
headed and of Decorated character, with two lights. 
The rood-steps remain in the wall. The font has a 
cylindrical bowl of Early character. The seats are all 
open, and the internal arrangements very satisfactory. 
In the north wall of the nave is a sepulchral effigy of a 
lady wearing gloves. There is also a good effigy of Sir 
Thomas Basset, A.D. 1423. The south doorway has an 
obtuse arch, with continuous mouldings; and near it 
is a stoup. Over it is a half-octagonal bracket for an 
image, enriched with flowers and shields. The tower 
opens to the nave by a continuous moulded Pointed 
arch, and has an embattled parapet and corbel-table, 
and corner buttresses. The west window is square- 
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headed, ot three lights, Perpendicular; the belfry 
windows square-headed, of two lights, and labelled ; 
and:a west door with Pointed arch. In the church- 
yard is a cross on high steps, well restored; the 
churchyard is beautifully kept. 


St. LytHay. 
August 28, 1849. 

A small church, containing chancel and nave, a 
chapel south of the former, and a western steeple. 
The tower is small and very plain, without buttresses, 
and has a saddle-back roof, but scarcely any architect- 
ural details. The openings are mere slits. The 
proportions of both chancel and nave are small; the 
chancel arch a very small and rude Pointed one, and 
above it two brackets ; the tower arch is Pointed, and 
entirely plain. There were originally no windows on 
the north, but some modern ones have been inserted : 
on the south is one single trefoiled window, and one 
square-headed, of two lights, of Third Pointed character. 
The east window in the chancel is Middle Pointed, of 
two lights, now much mutilated ; on the north side of 
it is a rude niche : on the south a bracket. The south 
chapel is Late Third Pointed, having small square- 
headed windows; it is divided from the chancel by two 
singular flat arches, springing from a central massive 
circular pier, with capital; the character is very 
singular, and probably provincial and debased. The 
roofs are open, and very plain. The font is Norman: a 
cylinder moulded all round with chevrons. Within the 
south door is a benatura. 


St. Mary Caurcu (NEAR CowsrIDGE). 
September 27, 1848. 
The plan comprises a nave and chancel, with west 
tower and south porch; the chancel being much lower 
than the nave, and divided from it by a flat and ugly 
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arch. There is here some improvement on the usual 
Glamorgan character of churches. The nave has only 
one window on the north, a trefoil-headed lancet; the 
other windows are square-headed, mostly of debased 
character, without foils; but that at the east end has 
cinquefoil feathering. In the east wall is a projection, 
with a small piscina; and on the north of the east 
window an ogee-headed niche. The roof of the nave 
is open, and rather a good one, with collar and flowers 
along the ridge; the timbers forming compartments 
nearly triangular in shape, and the cornice embattled. 
The eastern bay of the nave has the roof boarded, with 
small wood shafts. The chancel roof much resembles 
that of the nave, the eastern part being boarded. The 
south porch has an open wood roof, and within it is a 
benatura, of a sort of cushion shape. The font has a 
cylindrical bow], with a moulded string round it, upon 
two square steps. The tower is plain, with a battle- 
ment but no buttresses; and under the parapet a 
small corbel-table. The belfry windows are square- 
headed, divided by a mullion; other openings are 
square-headed slits. On the south side is a square 
turret, with small grated apertures. The tower arch 
is rude, and rather obtuse. The west door is Pointed, 
and over it is a small square-headed two-light window; 
the centre-piece of the battlement on each side is 
gabled. On the north-east side of the nave is a pro- 
jection in the wall for the rood-steps. The chancel 
inclines very considerably to the south. The steps to 
the cross in the churchyard remain. 


Str. NicHo.as. 
_ September 27, 1848. 


A coarse church, with much of the local character, 
and rather curiously arranged. It has a nave, chancel, 
south chapel and porch, and western tower. The south 
chapel extends along the whole chancel and part of the 
nave, as far as the porch. The tower seems to be rough 














nd 


IN THE FOUR WELSH DIOCESES. 27% 


Third Pointed, with strong, thick walls and battlement, 
under which is a corbel-table of the usual sort. The 
belfry window is of two lights; there is a west door, 
and the base bulges out, as often seen in the towers of 
Wales and Devonshire. The porch has a cross on the 
gable, and over the inner door a niche. In the western 
part of the nave is a three-light Third Pointed window 
on the south; and there are two of the same kind on 
the north side, with transoms. There is another three- 
light Third Pointed window ‘at the west end of the 
chapel, encroachéd upon by the porch. The south 
wall of the chapel was rebuilt in 1803, and contains 
ugly Italian windows. The chancel arch is Pointed, 
springing straight from the wall: and the tower arch 
to the nave is like it. The nave opens to the south 
chapel by a Pointed arch, with mouldings, having a 
Middle Pointed character, springing from clustered 
shafts. The chancel opens to the same chapel by a 
rude, misshapen arch of great width, and without 
mouldings; and has a debased north window and an 
ugly one of Strawberry Hill Gothic at the west end. 
The roof of the chancel is open, with an embattled 
cornice. On the south side of the sacrarium may be 
seen a great curiosity : the original Sancte bell, in a 
perfect state, but without inscription. There is a 
modern vestry on the north side of the nave. The 
altar-rails are carved in Jacobean style. The font has 
an octagonal bow] upon a stem. 


Sutty (Sr. Jonn Baptist). 
September 9, 1866. 


A small church, in pretty good case, and situated in 
a beautiful churchyard full of flowers and dressed 
graves. It has a nave and chancel only, with western 
tower; the latter is of the South Welsh character, 
rude and strongly built, with neither string nor 
buttress, but a swelling base; has a battlement, with 
corbel-table, slit-like belfry windows, and a lancet on 
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the west. The chancel is nearly equal in length to the 
nave; the chancel arch is a wide Pointed one, without 
imposts. The tower opens to the nave by a plain, low 
door-arch. There are no windows on the north; all 
those on the south and east are Perpendicular: the 
east window is of three lights; those on the south 
square-headed and labelled. There is a priests’ door. 
In the chancel is a piscina, set very far westward, with 
moulded arch and good mouldings, and a shelf. The 
church is pewed. 


TYTHEGSTON. 
September 24, 1847. 

A small church—chancel, nave, south porch, and 
western bell-gable. The whole apparently Late. 
Several of the windows are bad insertions; but the 
eastern a two-light Third Pointed one. ‘The chancel 
arch is depressed, of ‘Tudor form, and low, with 
continuous mouldings. Over it is a great expanse of 
bare wall. On the north side of the chancel is a single 
narrow slit, walled. The south-east window is closed ; 
but in it is a low seat. The priests’ door is also closed. 
The porch is rude. The font has a circular bowl, the 
base like a reversed cup. 


WeEnNvVoE (St. Mary). 
September 9, 1866. 

This church has a nave and chancel, south porch, 
and west tower; the body much modernised, and in 
great measure rebuilt. ‘The chancel arch is plain 
Pointed, possibly original; there is also a Pointed 
doorway (perhaps old) within the porch. The tower 
is old, and has no buttresses; but a plain battlement, 
with corbel-table; the belfry windows are plain 
rectangular ; other openings mere slits ; west door plain 
Pointed, with label. In the churchyard on the south 
are the steps of the cross; the churchyard is prettily 
planted with flowers. 
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WANTEN OR WANTON DYKE; 


WITH 


’ 


SOME REMARKS ON UPPER AND LOWER “SHORT DYKES,’ 


BY JOHN MAURICE EDWARD LLOYD, ESQ. 
(Read at Newtown, July 1901.) 


In view of the fact that this important military or 
dynastic earthwork has, until now, escaped the notice 
of antiquaries, including the late Mr. Edward Rowley 
Morris (the author of The History of the Parish of 
Kerry and its Earthworks), it seems incumbent on the 
writer—an unlearned novice in such matters—to ex- 
plain shortly how it came that his attention was called 
to this Dyke, and convenient that he should next 
describe its course, as at this time still visible to the eye; 
and thirdly, point out such indicia as are still visible 
of its continuations, and the possible military connec- 
tions of the Dyke with other earthworks lying at either 
extremity of the still visible Dyke; and, lastly, to 
mention the names of persons now alive who remember 
the Dyke, and its name of Wanten, or Wanton Dyke, 
or Deytche, and indicate the nature of the evidence 
they are able to offer. 

The attention of the writer was drawn to the earth- 
work and its name in this wise. The writer was 
shooting on the farm called “ ‘lhe Goitre” (in Kerry 
Parish), the property of Mr. W. L. Lloyd, of Castell 
Forwyn, occupied by Mr. Edward Anthony ; and having 
on previous occasions noticed the peculiar conformation 
on this farm of the Dyke, which he had theretofore 
looked on as merely an exceptionally strong division 
fence between ‘‘ The Goitre” and Lower Gate, said to 
Mr. Anthony: “I have often been puzzled with this 


fence ; it seems to me that the exceptional height and 
19? 
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width of the bank on which this old division fence 
stands, shows that the neighbours here must have been 
very bad friends.” Whereupon Mr. Anthony replied : 
“ Don’t you know, Sir, this is part of Wanten Deytche,’ 
and it runs from ‘here past Gwenthriew right up to 
Kerry Hill on the south, and northwards to the north 
point of Goitre Wood ; and it used, in my early days, 
to be said that it runs through Fron Heulog Wood, 
away to Fronfraith property.” 

‘I could only reply that I had never heard of it, but 
made up my mind to investigate it and present to the 
Cambrian Archeological Society the result of such 
investigation. 

The "Dyke runs due magnetic north and south; and 
in view of the fact that the Ordnance Survey sheets, 
like other maps, print the names on the assumption 
that persons perusing such maps are looking north, the 
writer, for the convenience of persons following this 
paper on the map, proposes to start with the southern 
extremity of the Dyke, at the point where it ceases to 
be at the present time plainly and unmistakeably visible 
as an artificially-created earthwork running north and 
south in a single line. There are branches further 
south, hereinafter specially dealt with. 

Such southern extremity is upon the sheepwalk of 
Old Hall Farm, the property of Mr. Edward Morris, 
late of Gwern-y-goe, and now of Pitfield, Sarn, such 
sheepwalk being a southern spur, or shoulder, of Kerry 
Hill. Here, at its southern extremity, the Dyke is 
seen in its most perfect form: the “ fosse,” or “dug- 
out,” is on the western or Welsh side, and the “ agger,” 
“‘vallum,” or mound, is on the east or English side, 
showing, no doubt, that the Dyke was constructed in 
the English interest as a protection and defence against 
Welsh invaders. 

It has occurred to the writer that military Dykes, 
such as Offa’s Dyke, Watt’s Dyke, and “The Short 


1 This local pronunciation of the word is more classical than the 
modern pronunciation “ ditch.” 
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Dykes” on Kerry Hill (of which latter Dykes more 
anon), may have been intended to hinder and delay 
forays, and the carrying off of cattle and other loot, 
as well as an assistance in repelling the invasion 
of armed footmen and horsemen. Footmen would 
easily, and horsemen, after a little spade work, 
would without much difficulty, have been able to 
surmount these works; but to drive pack-horses, or 
sheep, or a mob of frightened cattle, anxious to break 
back homewards, over Dykes of this character, would 
have been no easy task, especially at night, or with an 
active enemy in flank and rear. If mainly intended to 
prevent cattle lifting, we should expect the maker of 
the Dyke to put the ‘“fosse” on the side of the 
“vallum” next himself, as it would be more difficult 
to drive his cattle up a bank than down it. But, 
as a matter of fact, the makers of these dykes, 
according to the best recognised authorities, appear to 
have made the “fosse” on that side of the “ vallum” 
which lies towards the enemy’s territory, turning 
back the “ dug-out” soil toward their own land; so 
that in repelling attack the makers would stand high 
up on the “‘agger” and the invaders in the “ fosse” 
below. 

This seems to show that these Dykes were intended 
in the first instance, and mainly, as a defence against 
inroad, and only secondarily as a means of hampering 
the retreat of the enemy to his own territory with the 
spoils of his foray. 

When we look at the present appearance of the 
Dykes, and consider the vast extent to be guarded, 
this seems difficult to comprehend ; but it should be 
remembered that the ‘fosse” was deeper than its 
present aspect would indicate, and the “agger” or 
mound stood more straight up, and higher, and was 
strengthened at the top with pointed oak stakes 
driven firmly into the vallum, while a watch was kept 
from “domens,” or other lookout places, so situated 
with reference to one another that signals could be 
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passed by night and day all along the boundary, just 
as Aischylus tells us the news of the fall of ‘Troy was 
signalled from Troy to Argos, from hill top to hill top,’ 
a distance of some 600 miles. 

A parallel to this method of making military Dykes, 
the excavator throwing up the earth dug out of the 
“ fosse” towards his own territory, is afforded by the 
history of enclosure for agricultural purposes. The 
operation is, with admirable clearness and conciseness, 
described by Lawrence (Justice) in the case of Vowles 
v. Miller, reported in 3 Taunton 138 (a.D. 1810). This 
was an action of trespass by the plaintiff, claiming 
damages against the defendant for cutting the ditch of 
a division fence too far into the plaintiff’ land. The 
defendant. pleaded that he had cut no further into plain- 
tiff’s land than 4 ft. from the standards of the division 
fence, und that that was a reasonable distance sanctioned 
by the custom of the country. he learned Judge laid 
down the law as follows: “No man making a ditch 
can cut into his neighbour's soil, but usually he cuts 
to the very extremity of his own land. He is 


1 The play opens with a Watchman alternately pacing and lying 
on the flat roof of the Palace at Argos. Watchman: 


‘“*Oh! Heaven, I pray dismissal from this toil, 
This year-long watch, dozing on bended arms, 
Dog-like, aloft upon the Atreidee’s roof !— 
And here on guard I wait the ‘ Beacon Flame,’ 
The fiery signal, telling of ‘Troy’s Fall. 
(Descants on his miseries and the woes of the House). 


And now dismissal from this toil were sweet, 
Fire of good tidings speaking through the night !” 


(Lies down. After a pause, a lighted beacon appears upon the 
stage on a far-off mountain. The Watchman springs to his feet, and 
continues :) 

“ All hail, thou lamp of night, our dawn foretelling ! 
Gay harbinger of many an Argive dance! 
Hurrah! Hurrah! (Lights his beacon). 
A signal this to Agamemnon’s Queen, 
Full swiftly from her couch to spring, and raise 
A cry of joy, blessing this Beacon glad 
For Troy HAs FALLEN! This the Fire tells.” 
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bound to throw upon his own land the soil which he 
digs out ; and if he likes he may plant a hedge on the 
top of the heap so made. Then afterwards, if he cuts 
beyond the edge of the ditch, which is the extremity 
of his land, he cuts into his neighbour’s land, and is a 
trespasser. No rule about 4 ft. from the standards 
has anything to do with it ; for he may, in fact, cut the 
ditch as much wider as he will, if he enlarges it into 
his own land.” 

This judgment is very interesting, as showing how 
lands were originally enclosed ; and why it is that the 
ownership of the ditch of a division feuce is presump- 
tively in the owner of the land the other side of the 
fence. 

Returning to the southern extremity of the straight 
Dyke, at present unmistakeably visible ; Old Hall 
sheepwalk is numbered and distinguished as S. 134 on 
the Parish Tithe Commutation Map. The Dyke, in its 
course northwards, follows the watercourse dingle be- 
tween Old Hall aud Lower Hill, down to the cottage 
known as “ Robin’s Nest ”—M. 49 and 48 on the Parish 
Map—this watercourse dingle being obviously urti- 
ficially deepened. Thence it follows, with some slight 
deviations, the lane past Little Cwmearl and Gwen- 
thriew down to the main turnpike road leading from 
Kerry to Churchstoke, being also here the boundary of 
Hopton Manor ard Gwenthriew Township. The Dyke 
from Little Cwmearl to Pound Cottages ran along the 
west side of the lane, and after passing Pound Cottages 
left the road (which diverges here a little to the east), 
and passed across two fields of Gwenthriew to Gwen- 
thriew Garden. On the first or southernmost of these 
two fields it is plainly marked; the second field has 
been often ploughed, and though the course of the 
Dyke here is distinguishable across such second field, 
it is not strongly marked. At this point there are 
marks of fortification on each side of the Dyke, on 
Gwenthriew and Big Cwmearl respectively, but uothing 
very distinct since quarries have been worked here. 
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Passing northwards down past Gwenthriew farm- 
stead, the Dyke crossed the present site of Gwenthriew 
Lane, and formerly was very plainly marked along the 
east side of the Lane, down Long Meadow, part of 
Gwenthriew. Unfortunately, about forty-five years 
ago, the writer’s cousin, the late Mr. William Davies 
Bryan, probably unwitting of the archeological crime 
he was committing, stocked down the Dyke in its 
course down the lane from above Cwmearl to Gwen- 
thriew.and from Gwenthriew to the main road, and 
threw the soil of the Dyke into the lane, thereby 
greatly improving the lane, but obliterating—or nearly 
so—the Dyke. The Dyke crossed the site of the 
main road, where Gwentbriew Lane enters the main 
road and thence entered a field of Great Cwmearl 
known by the name of “ Wanten Dyke Field.” The 
name of this field is very important, as it furnishes the 
only topographical nomenclature supporting the name 
of Wanten Dyke. This field is numbered M. 91 on 
the T. R. C. Parish Map. The fact that this field was 
called by this name is attested by the evidence of some 
half-dozen independent witnesses, all inhabitants or 
natives of Kerry. Their evidence on this and other 
points connected with Wanten Dyke will be deposited at 
the Powisland Museum. Their names are—Mr. Edward 
Morris, of Pitfield, late of Gwern-y-go; Mr. Edward 
Anthony, of Goitre : Mr. Edward Jones, of Cwmberllan ; 
Mr. Thomas Jones, of Little Cwmearl ; Mr. Thomas 
Watkin, of Cefn-y-berrin; Mr. William Davies, New 
House Hall, now living in Kerry Parish; and Mr. 
Edward Salter, formerly of Kerry, and now of 
Barrow, Broseley. To these gentlemen the chief 
credit of the rescue of this important earthwork from 
oblivion is due. The writer is but their mouthpiece. 

It appears from the evidence of these gentlemen 
that within their memory Wanten Dyke was very 
plainly to be seen on this Wanten Dyke Field and 
down Gwenthriew Long Meadow ; at the eastern side 
of the debouchment of the lane on the high road, a 
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section of the Dyke is plainly still visible to a person 
standing the north side of the turnpike road, and 
looking southwards. Unfortunately, some thirty years 
ago, so much of the Dyke as stood on Wanten Dyke 
Field was stocked down by Mr. Price Hughes, then 
tenant of Great Cwmearl. Four large oak trees grow- 
ing on the Dyke in this field were then cut down and 
their roots stocked up, and one ash tree, formerly 
standing on the Dyke in the north-west corner of this 
field, was also felled. A small section of the Dyke on 
this field had been stocked down previously to this, but 
some 100 or 90 yards, in splendid preservation, were 
on this occasion stocked down and spread upon the 
field by Mr. Price Hughes. 

~ To return to the point where the Dyke crosses the 
main road from Kerry to Churchstoke: after crossing 
this road the Dyke runs as near as possible in a direct 
line from north to south, up to the north point of 
the Goitre Wood and one field beyond it. An exami- 
nation of Kerry Parish Tithe Commutation Map, and 
the points of the compass as thereon laid down, shows 
that from its southern extremity to its northern 
extremity the Dyke runs exactly magnetic north and 
south. The Dyke is not noticed upon such map, which 
is but natural, as the map was made merely for the pur- 
poses of the Tithe Commutation. In its course from the 
main road along the west side of Wanten Dyke Field, 
and the grass field of Great Cwmearl immediately 
north thereof, the Dyke forms the boundary between 
Great Cwmearl, the property of David Davies, Esgq., 
and Lower House, the property of John Naylor, Esq. ; 
and at the bottom of such grass field, which is soft and 
boggy, the Dyke apparently consisted of a wide sunk 
ditch only, there being no ‘‘agger” or mound, inasmuch 
as the soft bog earth would, of course, not stand up. An 
oak tree still stands on a mound on the west boundary 
of this grass field, and such mound is obviously a 
remnant of the Dyke. 

From the north-west and boggy corner of such grass 
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field to its northern extremity at the field beyond the 
north corner of Goitre Wood, the Dyke forms the 
boundary between the Townships of Goitre and Cali- 
berucha ; it here follows hedges for the most part, where 
it is well preserved, but occasionally crosses cultivated 
fields, where it is only just visible. 

The Dyke is still plainly visible along the west 
boundary of Goitre Wood, though Mr. Anthony has 
twice attacked it with the mattock, shovelling down 
the earth of the Dyke on to the fieid below. The 
ground rises very steeply on the east side of the Dyke 
in its course along the wood, and this is probably the 
reason that there is a considerable fosse on the east or 
English side of the Dyke here, the object being to 
afford shelter to the defenders at this point, since, if 
they stood upon the steep side of the hill, they would 
be exposed to the archers of the enemy. The Dyke is 
also traceable one field further north beyond the wood. 

Some years ago, a large iron cannon-ball was ploughed 
up by Mr. Anthony in the field above the wood ; but it 
is improbable that this had anything more than a 
fortuitous connection with the Dyke. It was sold as 
old iron! 

The fact that Wanten Dyke for such a large part of 
its course forms the boundary of manors, of properties, 
and of townships, and that Pound Cottages and 
Gwenthriew House stand against or on the Dyke, 
reminds us that Offa's Dyke and Watt’s Dyke (as 
pointed out by Mr. Alfred Neobard Palmer in his 
admirable and interesting account of those two celebra- 
ted earthworks) have similar characteristics. 

Here, perhaps, the writer may be allowed to mention 
the assistance he has received from Mr. Herbert Owen, 
the nephew of Mr. Charles Whitley Owen of Fron- 
fraith, in endeavouring to trace the Dyke further 
north ; and to acknowledge the active interest which 
Archdeacon Thomas has shown in the matter, and the 
courtesy of the Ordnance Survey officers, Corporal 
Carswell, R.E., and Mr. Howell; and later of 
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Sapper Loane, R.E. When news of the new find 
reached the Archdeacon he, like an old lion at the scent 
of fresh blood, roused himself in his lair at Llandrinio ; 
or rather, I should perhaps say, sprang up alertly like 
a youthful Alexander with the prospect of one more 
new world to conquer, and came and surveyed the 
Dyke, and set the seal of his great authority on the 
fact that it is a new and important find. The Ordnance 
Survey officers have likewise expressed themselves as 
much interested: one of them remarking that it was 
the most important find of the kind for many years. 
And in the result the Dyke will be marked on the 
revised Ordnance Survey Map. 

I have also to thank Mr. David Davies, of Plas 
Dinam, and Mr. John Naylor, of Leighton Hall, for 
kindly directing a search for a trace of the Dyke in 
their respective title-deeds and estate maps. ‘That 
search has been in vain, as also has inspection by the 
writer of Gwenthriew Deeds, and of the Kerry Inclo- 
sure Act, 1797; and enquiries by the writer in the 
British Museum and the Record Office, and a perusal 
by Mr. John Poundley, of the Kerry Inclosure Award 
A.D. 1797, and by the Rector of Llandyssil of the 
Llandyssil Parish Award; and it is interesting to 
reflect that this important earthwork has, in the nick 
of time, through the writer, been rescued from oblivion 
by oral tradition and the memory of the men of Kerry, 
supported by unmistakeable visible proof. 

The writer has obtained from Messrs. Stanford six 
sheets of the 6-in. Ordnance Survey, on which he has 
marked in firm red ink the course of this Dyke, while 
the branches hereinafter specified have been marked 
thereon in red and green by Sapper Loane, R.E., ; and 
he proposes to deposit the same and this Paper, and 
the letters and depositions of the witnesses, in the 
Powisland Museum at Welshpool. 

Having thus described the course of the Wanten 
Dyke proper, as visible to this day, the writer may be 
perhaps allowed for a short space to expatiate on the 
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possible connection of this earthwork with other known 
existing earthworks. ; 

With reference to the probable course of the Dyke 
northwards, past the field north of Goitre Wood, the 
writer has on three occasions, and Mr. Herbert Owen, 
and also Archdeacon Thomas, and one of the Ordnance 
Survey officers, at other times have endeavoured to trace 
the further northward course of the Dyke, but without 
any definite success. There are strong indications in one 
or two hedges of the northward continuation of the 
Dyke, and there are indications of earthwork in Fron- 
heulog Wood; but the fields here have been ploughed and 
tilled for generations, and nothing which would warrant 
a categorical statement as to the continuation of the 
Dyke northward has been found. But the writer 
thinks it probable that there was a connection between 
the Dyke and the camp on Camp Field, on the Bryn 
Farm (part of Fronfraith estate), overlooking the Valley 
of the Severn, and of the Mule near its debouchment 
into the Severn, and the camp or earthwork on 
Brynderwen Pasture, just east of the iron bridge over 
the Severn, between which two camps signals could 
easily be passed by night and day, as they are in easy 
sight of one another. It would be of great impor- 
tance if this northward continuation could be estab- 
lished, as hereinafter appears. If the Dyke could be 
traced for about half a mile over three or four fields 
further north, to where the eastern bank of the Mule 
becomes precipitous and impassable, this, in view of 
the military use of precipitous dingles for connecting 
earthworks hereinafter mentioned, would be sufficient 
to connect for military purposes Wanten Dyke with 
Fronfraith Camp; as, in view of the perfect defence 
afforded by the eastern precipitous side of the Mule 
Dingle, a dyke there would be superfluous. That 
camp abuts west upon the precipitous eastern edge of 
the Mule Dingle, and is not more than half a mile from 
Brynderwen Camp. 

With regard to connections and continuations on the 
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south, more important considerations suggest them- 
selves, and more interesting and tangible results follow. 
The writer has on three occasions minutely examined 
the top of Old Hall sheepwalk, where the Dyke, 
as a single straight dyke, disappears. | 

The precipitous side of the dingle shows no trace of 
the Dyke. The dingle is so steep that a dyke would 
not be necessary. Naturally, the eastern termination 
of the elbow mound would have been continued over 
the edge of the dingle by a timber and stake defence. 
This precipitous dingle forms the western boundary 
of Bahaillon sheepwalk, which is marked on the 
Ordnance Map “Round Bank.” ‘ Round Bank” is 
bounded on the east by a similar precipitous-edged 
dingle. 

Most important considerations arise in respect of 
these two precipitous and deep dingles. They both 
run from north to south, and form a perfect and insur- 
mountable barrier to the passage of any military force 
from west to east, or vice versd, along the declivity 
of Kerry Hill facing north. The two dingles curl 
round and nearly insulate Round Bank, almost meet- 
ing at the top of Kerry Hill; while their waters, 
flowing northwards, meet at the foot of Round Bank 
by a cottage called “ Tenement” onthe Ordnance Map. 
Upon the Shropshire, or south side of Kerry Hill, 
nearly opposite the top of these two dingles, there is 
an almost equally precipitous dingle, marked “ Ditch 
Dingle’—a most suggestive name—on the Ordnance 
Map, the waters of which dingle run southwards into 
Cwmmoch. It only required a connection across the 
ridge of Kerry Hill joining the tops or commencements 
of one of these two precipitous dingles in Montgomery- 
shire with the precipitous dingle on the Shropshire 
side, to make Kerry Hill impassable at this point to an 
armed force marching with its ¢mpedimenta along the hill 
from west to east, or vice versd. This link is supplied by 
“‘ Lower Short Ditch,” or “ Deytche,” marked on the 
Ordnance Map. ‘“ Lower Short Deytche” is a splendid 
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specimen of military earthwork. On its broad back runs 
the highway from Bahaillon and Kerry Valley to New- 
castle, Salop ; it is at the present moment some 6 ft. to 
7 ft. high from the bottom of the “ fosse” to the present 
top of the “agger:” and, adding the height of its 
crest, which has been shorn off so as to carry the high- 
way, the Dyke must have measured from 12 ft. to 15 ft. 
high from the bottom of the “fosse.” ‘‘ Lower Short 
Deytche” starts at its northern extremity from the 
deep top of the above-mentioned dingle, bounding 
Round Bank on its eastern side, and runs across the 
ridge of Kerry Hill and the boundary line between 
Montgomeryshire and Shropshire, and delivers itself 
right into “ Deytche Dingle.” The northern extremity 
of “ Lower Short Deytche” is in Montgomeryshire, but 
after a few yards it passes into Shropshire, in which 
county the main part of it is situate. 

Ditch Dingle discharges itself through a gorge into 
Cwm-moch and Long Pike Hollow, on the south side 
of Kerry Hill, in Shropshire, at “The Weirs ;” and 
thence passes by Brook House and Folly House, and 
joins Folly Brook. This brook flows through a deep 
gorge to Newcastle, and there discharges into the Clun 
Brook, close to the point at which Offa’s Dyke crosses 
the Clun Brook. 

Thus the writer claims to have given a solid founda- 
tion to the dream of previous more learned writers, 
who have suggested, but never shown, a connection 
between The Short Ditches and Offa’s Dyke; and 
further, if Wanten Dyke could be traced at its northern 
terminus some half a mile further to the north, Aber- 
mule Dingle, Wanten Dyke, with its southern branch, 
the above-mentioned two dingles bounding Round 
Bank, Lower Short Ditch, Deytche Dingle, Cwm-moch, 
and the Folly Brook, would give a good north-to-south 
line of defence, in part natural and in part artificial, 
from the Severn on the north to the Clun Brook and 
Offa’s Dyke at Newcastle on the south. 

It is desirable to here notice an error of that dis- 
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tinguished antiquary, the late Mr. E. R. Morris. 
At page 89 of his History of the Parish of Kerry, he 
says: “The upper and lower ‘Short Ditches’ both 
terminate on the Shropshire side on a level plain, and 
could easily have been turned by a hostile force.” In 
this he was mistaken as regards both ditches. First, 
as regards “ Lower Short Ditch ;’ no doubt he traced 
this ditch from the dingle on the north side of Kerry 
Hill, forming the boundary of Round Bank across The 
Turbary to where it crosses the road, forming the 
southern boundary of the plantation marked ‘“ Square 
Plantation ” on the Ordnance Map, but usually called 
the “three-cornered planting” by hunting men ; and 
here, apparently, he not unnaturally considered Lower 
Short Deytche terminated on the south: but had he, 
as the writer did, followed on through the plantation, 
he would have found that Lower Short Deytche runs 
through the plantation right into Deytche Dingle, at a 
point of the dingle impracticable for an armed force 
(see the Ordnance Map). 

With regard to the same remark of Mr. E. R. Morris 
as applied to Upper Short Deytche: this Deytche 
starts from the western and most precipitous branch 
of the great dingle known as Sher-cwm, which cleaves 
the northern side of Kerry Hill. It crosses its ridge a 
mile west from Lower Short Deytche. Mr. E. Rowley 
Morris's error as to where Upper Deytche terminates 
is very pardonable. The writer followed Upper Short 
Deytche from the said western branch of Sherewm 
across the ridge of Kerry Hill into Shropshire, and the 
Dyke did appear to end abruptly on level ground, just 
over the top of Kerry Hill, where the land is culti- 
vated and surrounded by a wire fence. The Dyke 
runs in all its vigour right up to the wire fence sur- 
rounding the cultivated land, a projection into the 
moorland rectangular in shape: in fact, there is only 
just room for a cart to pass between the abrupt end 
of the Dyke and the wire fence. It seemed obvious 
that the Dyke had been cut off and levelled here for 
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the purpose of cultivation, a roadway being left between 
the abrupt end of the Dyke and the wire fence. 

At this point the writer inquired of Mr. Jacob Jones, 
who is the present occupier of the above-mentioned 
cultivated ground. Mr. Jones is now 78 years old; 
his mind seems unusually bright and alert for a man 
of that age. He stated that, about fifty years ago, he 
enclosed this piece of cultivated ground; that it had 
not been enclosed or cultivated before that time; that 
Upper Short Dyke at that time stopped where it does 
now, and did not. cross the cultivated ground. He, 
however, stated that we could see plain traces of the 
Dyke the other (z.e. the south) side of the cultivated 
rectangular land in the Ivy House Pasture. Mr. Jones’s 
cottage is marked but not named on the 6-in. Ordnance 
Map. It stands a little west of the Ridding Wood, and 
immediately east of the quarry marked on that Map. 
Accordingly, the writer crossed the land occupied by Mr. 
Jones, and the road bounding it on the west and south, 
and there saw the plainly-marked course of Upper Short 
Dyke running along the top of the Ivy House Pasture, 
close and almost parallel to the road. The Dyke here 
has been nearly levelled, but a clear ridge is still 
visible. Mr. Jones remembered the Dyke here stand- 
ing well up on the Pasture. He remembered a way 
being cut through, to let the threshing-machine through 
it. Such a proceeding would not be necessary now, as 
the course of the Dyke is only marked by a slight 
ridge upon the Pasture; but Mr. Jones remembered 
that since the way was cut for the machine, the Dyke 
was stocked down and the soil distributed over the 
Pasture, which in the circumstances is a valuable and 
definite piece of evidence. The writer has marked the 
trace of the Dyke with a dotted red-ink mark on the 
above-mentioned Ordnance Sheets and Plan. Standing 
on this trace of the Dyke, on Ivy House Pasture, one 
sees that this trace stands in direct alignment with the 
course of the Upper Short Ditch, where it ends north 
of the above-mentioned cultivated ground. In other 
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words, if Upper Short Ditch were from the point at 
which it now suddenly disappears prolonged in the 
slightly bowed course it takes here, it would cross the 
above-mentioned cultivated land, and follow the course 
of the still-visible trace on Ivy House Pasture, passing 
through Ivy House homestead. This course, if con- 
rac for a very short space, would carry the Dyke 
right into the immediately adjoining dingle, running 
south into Shropshire. A glance at the Ordnance Map 
will show the same thing as a view from Ivy House 
Pasture. 

The conclusion, therefore, is irresistible that the 
Upper Short Deytche, like Lower Short Deytche, ran 
from dingle to dingle across the crest of Kerry Hill: 
that it crossed the cultivated land occupied by Jacob 
Jones: and passed through the Ivy House farmstead 
to the dingle: and that Jacob Jones’s memory or 
observation is at fault. That is to say, it is evident 
that either he himself stocked down and spread the 
soil of the Dyke fifty years ago, when he first ploughed 
the enclosed cultivated land, or that some other person 
had cultivated the enclosed land before Jones cultivated 
it, and for that purpose stocked down the Dyke before 
Jones’s arrival on the scene. Jacob Jones may well 
have forgotten his stocking down a ditch fifty years 
ago, or have failed to notice the ground had been 
ploughed before he first cultivated it fifty years ago. 
Grain was growing on this cultivated ground when the 
writer viewed it. An examination of the same ground 
when the crop is cut might show traces of the Dyke. 

Upper Short Deytche seems to be connected with 
the two branches of Wanten Dyke, terminating at the 
top and bottom of the eastern side of Green Dingle. 
The southern branch points, as already stated, as if to 
meet Upper Short Ditch at the top of Sherewm. The 
western branch terminating at the lower end of Green 
Dingle, close to the junction of that dingle with 
Sherewm ; it commands Shercwm at that point, and, 
if continued a short distance, as by a stake and timber 
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fence, would actually join Sherewm near Lower Hill 
House. 

Thus the western branch fulfils towards Sherewm 
and Upper Short Ditch the same office as the eastern 
elbow of the south branch does to Round Bank Dingles 
and Lower Short Ditch; that is to say, the western 
branch, Sherewm, Upper Short Ditch, and the dingle 
by Ivy House, form together a continuous line of 
defence, running from north to south across the ridge 
of Kerry Hill, preventing the passage of an armed 
force along Kerry Hill from west to east, or vice versd. 

In view of the fact that the main fosse of both 
Short Dykes is on the Welsh or western side, and 
the “agger” is on the east, both Short Dykes would 
seem to have been made by the English and not by 
the Welsh. 

With reference to the object of the two Short Dykes, 
different opinions have been expressed by two such 
learned antiquaries as the author of Salopia Antiqua 
and the late Mr. E. R. Morris: neither of whom gives 
much credit to the designer of these fortifications, the 
object of which has been a puzzle to many people ; but 
the writer claims that, by tracing both of these Short 
Deytches from dingles impassable for military purposes 
on the north side of Kerry Hill, to like dingles on the 
south side of that Hill, he has redeemed the reputation 
of the long-deceased designers of the wonderful engi- 
neering works, by showing that these Deytches, though 
short, are not inexplicable follies, as hitherto supposed, 
but show unmistakeable marks of able military engi- 
neering design. The simple explanation of there being 
two such defences seems to the writer to be that one 
of them, probably Upper Short Deytche with its 
adjuncts, proved insufficient, and that for this reason 
Lower Short Deytche, with its adjuncts, was, added. 

Returning for a moment to the special subject-matter 
of this Paper, viz., Wanten Dyke. The writer thinks 
that it more resembled in its dimensions Upper 
Short Deytche than Lower Short Deytche. He esti- 
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mates that Wanten Dyke, in its original shape, stood 
some 10 ft. high from the bottom of the “ fosse” to the 
top of the “ agger,” mound or “ vallum,” and that Upper 
Short Deytche was of about the same dimensions. 
Lower Short Deytche he estimates stood 3 ft. to 4 ft. 
higher. Lower Short Deytche far exceeded the other 
two in point of workmanship and thickness, Neither 
of the others would have carried a wide road on its 
crest like Lower Short Deytche. 

With reference to the origin of the name of Wanten, 
or Wanton, and the date of its construction, the writer 
has not been able to find anything certain. Tradition 
is dumb on the point, and inquiry of Mr. J. P. 
Anderson, of the British Museum, and of Mr. Isaacson 
at the Record Office, two recognised authorities at their 
respective branches of research, has failed to elicit any 
information ; and a diligent search by the writer in the 
Mistory of Wales, by Humfrey Lloyd, as edited by 
David Powel, The ‘Red Book of the Exchequer, Mat- 
thew Paris, and other ancient chronicles, has been 
fruitless. 

Mr. Edward Salter thinks it was a temporary earth- 
work, made by Earl Pembroke, Protector during the 
minority of Henry III, and connects the name of 
Cwm-earl with Lord Pembroke; but he refers to no 
authority for this guess, and is unable to suggest an 
origin for the name of Wanten. 

Archdeacon Thomas makes a valuable and interest- 
ing suggestion. He thinks Wanten may be a corrup- 
tion of Warin. “ William de Warin,” he writes me, 
“being one of the two Commissioners by whom the 
perambulations and bounds were made between the 
Wood of Montgomery and the Woods of Kerry in 
1229 a.D. (see the Montgomery Collections, xxiii, 368) : 
the corruption being facilitated by the fact that the 
family of Anthon is of old standing in Caliber (as you 
have also Anthony at Goitre), being occupiers if not 
owners of land adjoining it; it would be easy to 
transfer the name in local terminology.” And, with 
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reference to Mr. Salter’s suggestion as to the origin of 
Cwmearl, the Archdeacon thinks it “more likely to be 
derived from the Welsh aer, aerawl, ‘ battle,’ ‘ relating 
to battle,” the accent on the penultimate gradually 
absorbing the ultimate syllable. The camps and dykes 
near support this view.” 

The writer suggests, as an alternative to the Arch- 
deacon’s guess, that the name of Wanten may be derived 
from the name of Waleran the Teuton, an important 
personage in the time of Henry III. At page 153 of 
the fourth volume of The Chronica Majora of Matthew 
Paris, occurs the following passage, immediately after 
an account of one of the expeditions of Henry against 
the Welsh—‘ Rex, dispositis disponendis in Wallid, 
et relictio ibidem Walerano Teutonico et aliis prudent- 
ibus et potentibus viris ut, castris aedificatis enfirmiora 
terrae roborantes armis et militid communirent, venit 
Londoniam,” A.D. 1241. 

Walerand, therefore, was commissioned by the King, 
on his leaving Wales for London, to construct camps 
and to strengthen the weak parts of the borderland 
with military fortifications and defences. The position 
of Wanten Dyke tallies exactly with these orders of 
the King given to Waleran. This King had built 
Montgomery Castle in 1221. In 1228 he had to make 
a forced march to raise the seige of this Castle, laid 
by Llewelyn ap Iorwerth. It was on this expedition 
that Henry burned the White Monks’ Abbey at Kerry 
(Cridia vocatum) ; that he was for three months 
engaged in cutting down and burning the forest, five 
miles in length between Kerry and Montgomery, 
evidently along Cefn-y-coed, as the name denotes, and 
building and pulling down again Hubert’s Folly 
(Huberti Stultitia) at Cwm-y-ddalfa, Kerry ; and he 
was not likely to forget the series of smal! defeats and 
humiliations then inflicted on him in the Kerry Valley 
by the Welsh. And in 1281 his forces again met 
disaster at the Battle of Montgomery (Matthew Paris, 
vol. ii, pp. 158 and 201-3.) 
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It seems, therefore, highly probable that Henry 
directed the special attention of Waleran to this 
locality in 1241. And it is worthy of note that 
Wanten Dyke and the camps round it, if they were 
built in this year, were not without effect; since in 
1244 (about which time the camps and Wanten Dyke 
and the Short Deytches might be expected to be 
completed), we find that Maredudd-ap-Howel and 
the other Lords of Kerry entered into a Charter 
of Fealty to Henry III. (Matthew Paris, vol. iv, 
p. 319); while we also find in the Royal Letters of 
Henry III, p. 353 of the volume published by the 
Record Office, a letter bearing no date, but evidently 
written about this time, stating that the men of Kerry 
had sent the King a petition, as follows :—‘‘ The men 
of Keri pray that the laws of your land may run 
throughout Wales and the Marches.” In view of the 
objection of the Welsh to any change in the Welsh 
laws in the direction of the laws of the Norman Kings, 
this petition is instructive. 

It is a remarkable fact that upon all the occasions 
when Henry III entered Wales he set about fortifi- 
cations. 

It is evident that Warin had to perambulate, or as 
we should say, survey the very spot: but there is 
nothing to show that he was to fortify it, or that he did 
fortify it. Probably the report made by Warin after 
his perambulation or survey of the land between Mont- 
gomery and Kerry in 1229, suggested or advised the 
fortifications which the King ordered Waleran to make 
in 1241. But as regards the origin of the name of 
Wanten, the transition either from Warin or Waleran 
is not easy; and the writer’s opinion is that Wanten 
Dyke takes its name from the Anthonys, or rather one 
of them. The Archdeacon tells us that the Anthonys 
were owners or occupiers in Caliber from the earliest 
times; and the writer, in lately perusing the deeds of 
Gwenthriew (formerly part of the Mockley Estate), 
observed that in the settlement made on the marriage 
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of Richard Mason, an ancestor of the writer, with 
the third daughter of Earl Folliott, in 1680, a Judith 
Anthony is mentioned as an occupier in Caliber. Also, 
Mr. Edward Anthony and his forbears have at Gwen- 
thriew, and subsequently at Goitre, occupied under 
the writer's family for about one hundred years, and 
Mr. Anthony’s fine features are rather of a French than 
a Welsh type. The Latin form of “ Anthony” is of 
course “ Antonius,” the French ‘“‘ Antoine ;” while the 
Norman-French form appears to be “ Anthon,” from 
which we get Wanton at once and without difficulty. 
It is probable that one of the Anthonys was employed 
by King Henry III, or by his lieutenants, Warin or 
Waleran, to construct or to be Warden of the Dyke, 
and so gave the name to the Dyke. If this be so, it is 
a strange coincidence that Mr. Edward Anthony should 
unwittingly have been the means of attention being 
now called, through the writer, to a dyke taking its 
name from one of Mr. Anthony’s ancestors. But 
whether the name of Wanten or Wanton was derived 
from Warin, or Waleran, or Anthony, or whatever 
be its derivation, there is a very strong probability, 
amounting almost to certainty, that the various camps 
upon and in the immediate vicinity, and Wanten Dyke, 
and the two Short Ditches, were made in the time of 
Henry III, and as parts of a general scheme of fortifi- 
cation against the inroads and forays of the Welsh. 
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DOLFORWYN CASTLE AND ITS LORDS. 


BY RICHARD WILLIAMS, F.R.HIST.S. 
(Read at the Newtown Meeting, August, 1901). 


“ DoLForwyn has no history.” Such is the sweeping 
dictum of the late Mr. G. T. Clark. With great 
deference, however, to so high an authority, perhaps I 
may be pardoned for saying that in this instance Mr. 
Clark appears to have arrived at his conclusions rather 
too hastily, as I think I shall be able to show. 
Bleddyn ab Cynfyn, Prince of Powys, and founder 
of the third Royal Tribe of Wales, is said to have first 
built a castle on the present site between 1065 and 
1073 (Evans's Dissertatio de Bardis). This building, 
probably slight in character, seems to have been super- 
seded by another, built according to Dugdale’ by 
Dafydd ab Llewelyn, about the year 1262, which in its 
turn was taken by Roger de Mortimer, about 1278. 
Mr. Clark says the existing walls were probably the 
work of Roger de Mortimer. The portions still stand- 
ing are some of them nearly 4 ft. in thickness, and are 
partly visible from the Cambrian Railway about half a 
mile on the Newtown side of Abermule Station. 
Dolforwyn Castle is situated on the summit of a 
lofty hill, on the left or western bank of the Severn, 
about half a mile from and about 600 ft. above the 
river. It is about four miles to the north-east of 
Newtown, and commands a fine view of the rich vale 
of the Severn. In Leland’s time the ruined walls were 
plainly visible from the valley below. In his Itinerary 
he says: “Betwixt Newton and Montgomery I saw vpon 
the lift hond vpon a woodd hille topp the waulles and 
ruinns of Taluarran Castel,” which in another passage 
he speaks of as “‘the chefe place of the hole Lordship 
ot Kidowen.” The approach to the Castle is by a 


1 Dugdale’s Baron., vol. i, p, 142. 
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steep road, which near the top of the ridge is com- 
manded by the works of the Castle. Mr. Clark’s 
description of these works, written nearly thirty years 
ago, still applies, inasmuch as the ruins remain 
nearly in the same condition as they were then. He 
says : ' 

“These works are very simple in plan and of rude con- 
struction. A platform about 200 yards long by 100 yards broad 
occupies the centre of the ridge. Its rocky sides are scarped 
and revetted all around to a height of about 10 ft.; and upon 
this wall was built a curtain of from 20 to 380 ft. more, and 
about 5 ft. thick. At each end a cross ditch was quarried in 
the rock, so as to isolate the Castle from the equally high ground 
beyond. Probably there were no bridges across these, and the 
entrance seems to have been by a plain doorway in the curtain 
upon the northern face of the works. The curtain appears to 
have been quite plain, without either buttress, or pilaster, or 
flanking tower, save at the eastern end of the area, near the 
centre, where are the remains of a circular tower about 30 ft. 
in diameter, with walls 5 ft. thick. The curtain to the south or 
most exposed side is broken away; on the opposite side it is 
more perfect, and contains a doorway, broken, and now a mere 
hole in the wall. Within is a fragment of a building, into 
which probably the gateway opened. The platform is very 
irregular, partly natural, chiefly from the heap of rubbish 
covering up the foundations of the domestic buildings. The 
building is not unlike Dinas Bran and Dinas Powis, and is pro- 
bably of the age of Henry III. or Edward I, early in the reign. 
The material is the tilestone of the country, laid in courses. 
There is no sign of ashlar.” 


The Castle took its name from the township in 
which it stands—Dolforwyn (the Virgin’s meadow)— 
so called, it is said, from its having been the scene of 
the tragic fate of Sabrina, whose story is so beautifully 
enshrined in Milton’s immortal verse.” 

Dolforwyn Castle was for some centuries the capital, 
so to speak, of the lordship of Cedewain, in which we 
are now assembled, and the home of its lords; and 
although its early history is wrapped in some obscurity, 
the origin and foundation of Newtown are so closely 


1 Mont. Coll., vol. x, p. 326. 2 Milton’s Comus. 
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associated with it, that I make no apology for setting 
forth such particulars as I have been able to gather 
respecting it. 

The one hundred and forty years immediately fol- 
lowing the death of Bleddyn ab Cynfyn, in 1073, is 
probably the most obscure period in the history of the 
Welsh lords of Cedewain. But in the year 1210, 
Meredith ab Rotpert, a chieftain of great ability and 
influence, appeared upon the scene, and for over thirty 
years played an active and conspicuous part in our 
border history. His grandfather was Llywareh ab 
Trahaiarn ;! and as Prince Llewelyn ab Iorwerth, or 
Llewelyn the Great’s mother Gwladus was Llywareh’s 
daughter,” he and Llewelyn were first cousins. Accord- 
ing to some authorities, Llewelyn gave him the lordship 
and Castle of Cedewain, but Dwnn’s’ statement is that 
they were purchased by him from his maternal uncle, 
Madog ab Samwel. Be this as it may, Meredith’s 
name occurs among those of the Welsh chieftains who, 
in obedience to the Royal summons, met King John at 
Chester in 1210, when he invaded North Wales and 
penetrated as far as Deganwy, causing Prince Llewelyn 
and his followers to retire into the fastnesses of 
Snowdon.‘ This expedition in the end proved. dis- 
astrous to the King; and we find that, next year, the 
same chieftains (including Meredith) swore fealty to 
Llewelyn, and joined him in an expedition which 
resulted in the winning of all the King’s castles in 
North Wales, except Rhuddlan and Deganwy. After- 
wards they laid siege to Mathrafal, in Powys, but the 
King hurried to its relief, raised the siege, and caused 
the Castle to be rased to the ground. 

In the year 1215° Meredith joined Prince Llewelyn 
in an expedition to South Wales, where they took 


1 Dwnn’s Visitations, vol. i, p. 308, and Hist. Powys Fadog, vol. i, 
p. 84. * Hist. Powys Fadog, vol. i, p. 84. 

3 Dwnn’s Visitations, vol. i, p. 136. 

4 Powel, p. 264, aud Brut y T'ywysogion. 

5 Ibid., p. 273, and Lbid. 
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the Castles of Carmarthen, Cardigan, Cilgerran, and a 
number of others. 

Upon the taking of Kinnerley Castle by the forces 
of Llewelyn, during the minority of King Henry III in 
1222-8, Meredith became security for the performance 
of the agreement whereby Llewelyn bound himself to 
make satisfaction for the damage done.’ 

Upon the death of Llewelyn, in 1240, his son David 
uaa him. Many of the Welsh chioftains, how- 

espoused the cause of his brother Griffith, 
i a d imprisoned and treated very cruelly. 
: The king (Henry III), having been prevailed upon to 
_ take his side, a large number of Welsh chieftains 

(among whom was Meredith ab Rotpert) met him at 
Shrewsbury, and urged Griffith’s case strongly upon 
him. Meredith then did homage for his lordship to 
the King, who confirmed him in it.’ 

The late Mr. E. Rowley Morris, who had oppor- 
tunities of examining some of the early title-deeds and 
documents of the Newtown Hall estate, in an interesting 
Paper on “ Beander Mill and Lands, Newtown,” states 
that they show that the Abbot and monks of Strata 
Florida, at one time owned the Court Farm, Brynderwen, 
Llegodig, Dolforwyn, Abermule Inn, the hamlet of 
Abermule, and a fulling mill—all in the neighbour- 
hood of Dolforwyn Castle—and suggests that all these 
possessions, as well as certain lands in the adjoining 
parish of Tregynon, “may have been given to the 
Abbey of Strata Florida by Meredith ap Rotpert, who 
is said to have been buried there, and whose Castle of 
Dolforwyn overlooks. most of the lands above referred 
to; and whose demesne, attached to the Castle, could 
only have been separated from the Court Farm by the 
River Severn.” 

Old legal documents often refer to “the Abbot's 
Court in Cedewain,” which, there can be no reasonable 

1 Pat. 7 Hen. III, m. 2 in dorso. 


2 Hist. Powys Fadog, vol. i, p. 84. 
3 Mont. Coll., vol. xvii, p. 69. 
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doubt, was held at this farm, still called the Court, 
close to Abermule. Meredith was also a great bene- 
factor to the neighbouring nunnery of Llanllugan.’ 

In 1244 Meredith ab Rotpert, described in the 
Brut? as “the Chief Counsellor of Wales,” died at 
Strata Florida, “ having taken upon him the habit of 
religion.” By his wife, Eva, daughter of Maredudd 
Fychan, of Abertanad, fourth in descent from Bleddyn 
ab Cynfyn, he had issue five sons and several daughters, 
from whom many old Montgomeryshire families trace 
their descent.* His eldest son, Owain, appears to have 
been kept out of his inheritance for some years ; for we 
read that, in 1248, he obtained the lordship of Cedewain, 
“which was his right.”* For this the King exacted a 
payment of three hundred marks, and the Bailiff of 
Montgomery had orders to put him in seisin thereof, 
after taking his security for the said three hundred 
marks.® On All Saint’s Day (Calan gauaf), 1261, Owain 
ab Maredudd, Lord of Cedewain, died,° leaving no 
male issue. His daughter and co-heir Joned married 
Einion, lord of Cefnllys, from whom were descended 
the Pryces of Newtown Hall, and other good old 
Montgomeryshire families.’ His other daughter and 
co-heir, Angharad, married Owain ab Maredudd, a 
lineal descendant of the Lord Rhys.® 

It would not be practicable, in the space at our 
command, to give even the most meagre account of 
the various feuds and factions which existed in these 
border lands during the last half of the thirteenth 
century ; but it may be stated that, on the death of 
Griffith ab Llewelyn, who was killed in 1244 in attempt- 
ing to escape from the Tower of London, Roger de 


1 See Charter in Mont. Coll., vol. ii, p. 305. 

2 Brut y Tywysogion. 

8 Hist. Powys Fadog, vol. i, p. 86. 

4 Brut y Tywysogion. In the Brut he is called Owen ab Rotpert, 
which is evidently a mistake. 

5 Rot. Fin., 32 Hen. III, m. 3, quoted in Hist. Powys Fadog, 
vel. i, p. 87. & Brut y Tywysogion. 

7 Dwnn’s Visttations, vol. i, p. 314. 8 Ibid., vol. ii, p. 54. 
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Mortimer, a grandson through his mother of Llewelyn 
the Great, set up a claim to the Principality of North 
Wales ; but that his claim was set aside by the Welsh 
nobles in favour of Griffith’s sons, Llewelyn and Owain.' 
It should not be forgotten that Roger de Mortimer 
was a first cousin of that ill-fated prince, Llewelyn ab 
Gruffydd, generally styled “the Last Prince of Wales ;” 
and their rival claims will perhaps account for the 
subsequent acquisition by the Mortimers ot Cedewain 
and its Castle of Dolforwyn. In 1267, Henry III 
conceded Kerry and Cedewain to Llewelyn; and be- 
tween that year and 1274 he no doubt asserted and 
exercised absolute supremacy over both lordships.* The 
Welsh Chronicle records that at Low Easter, in 1274, 
he visited Dolforwyn Castle,’ perhaps for the last time. 
He had by this time incurred the implacable wrath of 
the King, Edward I, who determined to crush him. 
With this object the King, in the year 1277, invaded 
Wales with three armies. One of these, under his own 
command, operated along the north coast; another, 
led by Payne de Chaworth, penetrated into Cardigan- 
shire ; while the third, under the Earl of Lincoln and 
Roger de Mortimer (the second of that name), besieged, 
and after a fortnight’s investment, reduced Dolforwyn 
Castle. Who occupied it at the time, I am unable to 
say ; but the Chronicle adds that the Castle was forced 
to surrender for want of water (‘‘ac ympenn y pythew- 
nos y kawsant ef o eisseu dyfwr.”)* For his services 
on this occasion, the King, on January, 6th, 1278-9, 
granted to Roger de Mortimer “ his lands of Keddewy 
and Kery, with the Castle of Dolverayne,” to be held 
by him and his heirs by the service of three knights 
fees.’ The following year—that is, January 16th, 1279- 
80—the King granted to him, by another charter, 


1 Pearson’s History of the Early and Middle Ages, vol. ii, p. 316. 

2 Hyton’s Shropshire, vol. xi, p. 175. 

8 Brut y Tywysogion. 4 Ibid. 

5 See a translation of this Charter in Mont. Coll., vol. xxiv, p. 367. 
See also Dugdale’s Baron., vol. i, p. 142. 
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which is of special interest and importance to us at 
Newtown :— 


“That he and his heirs for ever may hold one market in his 
manor of Thlanveyr, in Kedwey [Llanfair Cedewain, the 
original name of Newtown] in Wales weekly on Tuesday, and 
two fairs at the same place each year . . . with all the usual 
rights and liberties to such market and fairs belonging.”? 


This charter may be regarded as the instrument which 
converted Newtown from a mere hamlet to a market 
town, which later on acquired municipal rights and a 
Court of Record. It will thus be seen that our weekly 
market on Tuesday was established six hundred and 
twenty-one years ago. 

It is more than probable, also, that it was about this 
time that Newtown was constituted a separate parish, 
having previously been only a chapelry attached to 
Llanllwchaiarn. In 1291 it is still described as Llan- 
fair, but an independent rectory ; but in 1321 it is 
called ‘‘ the new town in Kedewen,” which is the name 
by which it has ever since heen called. 

It may also be here stated that Newtown owed its 
Borough charter to Mortimer’s descendant, Richard, 
Duke of York (the father of King Richard IIT), about 
the middle of the fifteenth century : a charter which 
appears to have been lost a hundred years later, though 
its privileges were exercised long after that date, and 
tolls were levied by virtue of it until they were redeemed 
in the year 1852. 

I cannot here follow the history and fortunes of the 
once great and powerful Mortimer family—that has 
been done very ably and clearly by the late Mr. E. 
Rowley Morris, in Mont. Coll., vols. xxiii and 
xxiv, in his admirable “ History of Kerry’—but will 
only say that for two centuries, namely from 1278 


1 Tuesday is still the market day of Newtown. 

2 See a translation in Mont. Coll., vol. xxviii, p. 147. Harl. MS 
1240, fos. 67-8, usually called Liber Niger de Wigmore, memb. 2, 
The heading is Norman-French, but the Charter itself is in Latin. 
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to the battle of Bosworth in 1485, their story is closely 
bound up with that of this portion of Montgomeryshire. 

Roger de Mortimer II died October 27th, 1282. 
Five weeks afterwards, his son, Edmund de Mortimer, 
with others, defeated and put to flight Prince Llewelyn, 
who hid himself in a field near Builth, but was 
discovered and assassinated. Roger de Mortimer III, 
the son and successor of this Edmund, having joined 
in the insurrection of the barons, all his estates were 
forfeited in 1321. The King (Edward II) issued a 
proclamation, dated Shrewsbury, January 23rd, 1321-2, 
committing to William de la Beche, his escheator, for the 
counties of Salop and Stafford, his castle of “ Dolveryn,” 
and the lands of Kerry and Kedewyn, and all the 
goods and chattels of Roger de Mortimer found therein, 
and directing an inventory thereof to be taken by “our 
very dear clerk, Thomas de Egefeld.”* Two days 
afterwards the inventory was made; and fortunately it 
is still extant: and a most interesting and important 
document it is, almost unique of its kind. Besides 
specifying separately the contents of each apartment, 
such as the round tower, the square tower, the chapel, 
the hall, the lady’s chamber, the pantry and buttery, 
the cellar, the kitchen, the brewery, the bakehouse, 
and so forth, it gives a valuation of most of the things. 
The text of the original is in Norman-French ; but the 
following is a translation of it : 


“This indenture made between Monsieur William de la Beche, 
Constable of the castle of Dolvoryn and Thomas Déggefeld, clerk, 
contains the goods and chattels of Monsieur Roger de Morty- 
mer of Wyggemore, found at the said castle the 25th day of 
January, in the 15th year of King Edward. [a.p. 1323.] 

“ First, in the Rownd tower, 2 shirts of mail, of the value of 
13s.; 3 corsets of iron of the value of 15s.; 2 coifs of iron and 
one ventaile of the value of 6s. ; 4 coats of metal of the value 
of 2 marks ; 4 helms of the value of 12s. ; 1 crossbow of 2 feet; 
16 crossbows of 1 foot ; + crossbows disjointed; 8 belts; 406 


1Q. R., Ministers’ Accounts. “Weedings” 745, memb. 9 (see 
translation in Mont. Coll., vol. xxviii, p. 150). 
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quarrells' [arrows], and they are valued at 40s.; 1 coffer; 1 
box with the locks burst, which are not valued. 

“In the Square tower, 2 springles; 4 score bolts ; 1 vice for a 
crossbow of vice; 1 piece of cable, which contains 20 fathoms ; 
2 ladders, each of 21 steps; 2 ladders, each of 14 steps; 1 
ladder of 12 steps; and they are not valued. 

“In the Chapel, 1 chalice value 10s.; 1 vestment for holy days 
of the value of 5s.; 1 alb, with the amice and the apparels of 
sewn silk; one stole, with the maniple of gold and silk tissues, 
and they are valued at 8s.; 2 corporas ; one worn-out vestment 
which cannot serve at the altar: 1 covering for the altar, value 
12d. ; 3 towels value 2s.; 1 psalter and 1 small box, which were 
found in one coffer with the locks closed, in the lady’s chamber, 
of which the psalter is valued at 20s. ; 1 other psalter, value 2s.; 
1 martyrology of the value of 3s.; 1 censer in poor condition ; 
1 box of horn for offerings ; 3 small bells; 1 vinegar; and 1 
cruet in poor condition, are not valued. 

“Tn the Hall, 4 tables, each of 21 feet in length and 24 feet 
broad ; 1 table of 12 feet in length and 2 feet broad; 2 counter- 
table forms, each of 18 feet ; 1 counter-table joined by 2 boards; 
6 pairs of trestles; 1 box for alms, not valued; 1 basin of the 
value of 6d. 

“Tn the Lady’s chamber 2 empty coffers ; 1 tub for bathing ; 
and they are not valued. 

“In the Pantry and Buttery, 1 box for bread; 1 washing tub ; 
one great empty box; 1 cask for beer; 3 barrels; 4 tankards; 
2 pitchers; not valued. 

“In the Cellar, 1 cask with a remnant of wine of 10 inches. 

“Tn the Porch of the Cellar 1 great empty box. 

“In the Kitchen, 2 pots of iron, the one of 16 gallons and the 
other of 2 gallons, and one measure of half ‘a gallon, and they 
are valued at 16s.; 2 morters without the tribbles are not 
valued. 

“In the Brewery, 1 caldron in the furnace, of the value of 5s. ; 
5 tubs; 7 small tubs, and 2 stands; are not valued. 

“In the Bakehouse, 1 caldron of 16 gallons, value 2s. ; one cask 
for boulting ; 2 troughs for paste; 1 sieve; 2 boxes for salt; 
1 sifter; and 1 sieve for flour; are not valued. 

“In the Larder, 24 bacons, which were the lord’s, which are 
valued at 236s., the value of a bacon 18d.; 1 quarter of salt, 
value 2s. ; 3 stone of tallow, value 18d., the value of a stone, 6d. ; 
4 stone of grease, value 2s. 8d., the value of a stone, 8d. One 
tub for salting meat is not valued. 


1 A “quarrell” was an arrow with a square head for crossbows. 
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“In the Garner, on the south side of the ZLady’s chamber, 4 
quarters of corn malt, value 26s, 8d., the value of a quarter half 
a mark; 3 quarters of malt of oats, value 5s., the value of a 
quarter, 22d.; one caldron, value 2s.; 8 gallons of pea meal in 
the same caldron, value 4s., the value of a gallon 6d.; one 
empty box without a cover is not valued ; 5 pieces of iron of 
the value of 8d.; 2 old tubs for malt, and measures, that is to 
say, 2 bushels 1 peck ; not valued. 

“ Also in the Garner near the Square Tower, 100 quarters 6 
bushels of corn, value £33 11s. 8d., the value of a quarter, 
6s. 8d. 

“ Also two pair of wheels for oxen carts, and the body of one 
such cart, which are worn out and are not valued. Also of live 
stock one ox (for ploughing) of the value of 5s.; 1 cock; two 
hens, of the value of 24d. 

“Tn the Grange outside the castle, 2 iron ploughs and two 
hay carts, which are not valued for the murrain of the 
beasts. 

“Of lands sown, of which the seed amounts to 3 quarters of 
corn, which are not valued for the treading of the deer. 

“Written at Doluoryn, the 7th day of February in the year 
abovesaid. [a.D. 1323.] 





“Sum of the value of all the goods £47 5s. 63d. 





“ Also of the goods of the people within the precincts of the 
said castle, 15 quarters 7 bushels of corn,! of the value of 100s. 
10d. ; 59 quarters 4 bushels of oats, value £4 19s. 4d. 

“ Also one pot and one small pot of iron, value 3s. 

“ Also 25 bacons, value 37s. 6d. 

“Also one pair of ancient wheels bound with iron, value 
5s. 

“ Also one grey horse, value 40s. ; one hackney, value 13s. 4d. 

“ Also three heifers, 15s. 

“Sum £15 19s. 
“Sum total £63 48. 64d.” 


On the 20th February, 1321-2, the King issued 
a Writ? directed to “notre cher Bacheler”, William 
de la Beche, keeper of the castle of Dolvereyn, com- 
manding him to levy quickly all the money he could of 


1 Corn was at famine price, as money then was thirty times its 
value to-day ; so corn was 25s. a bushel. 
2 Q. R., Ministers’ Accounts. “ Weedings,” 44°, M. 1. 
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the things which were in his custody, and to bring it 
to the King with-all haste. . 

On the 5th March following, the King (who was then 
at Pontefract) directed the following Writ’ to William 


de la Beche :— 


». “Hdward by the grace of God King of England, Lord 
of Ireland and Duke of Aquitaine, to his very dear and faithful 
William de la Beche, greeting. Whereas amongst other things 
which by our charter we gave and granted to our very dear 
and faithful cousin Edmund Earl of Arundel, to have under a 
certain form, we gave and granted to him the castle and manor 
of Doluoreyn and the lands of Kery and Kedewy, with the 
appurtenances, in the Marches of Wales, which were Roger de 
Mortimer’s, of Wyggemor, and which by the forfeiture of the 
same Roger came to our hands; to have in form aforesaid, as 
in our charter aforesaid more fully is contained. We com- 
mand you that you deliver to the same Earl or to his attorney 
in that behalf the aforesaid castle, manor and lands, with the 
appurtenances, which are in your custody by our commission. 
To hold according to the tenor of our charter abovesaid. For 
we wish you to be exonerated thereof towards us from this 
time. Witness ourself at Pontefract, on the 25th day of 
March, in the 15th year of our reign [A.D. 1322]. 


“ By the King himself.” 


Another Writ, dated 25th July in the same year 
(1822), directed to William de la Beche, ‘‘ keeper of 
the lands and tenements of divers of the. king’s 
enemies, etc.,” reminding him of the necessity there is 
at present that the King should have money, and com- 
manding him to have all the money in his custody and 
which he shall receive from day to day at his Ex- 
chequer at York, to pay the expenses of the expedition 
against “our enemies” of Scotland. 

Roger de Mortimer III in 1322 surrendered himself 
to the King, who immediately committed him to the 
Tower. He, however, managed to escape, and joined 
the Queen, Isabella, in France, and waged war in Eng- 
land subsequently against the King, who was eventually 


1Q R., Ministers’ Accounts. “ Weedings,” 44°, M. 8. 
2 Thid., M. 2. 
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captured and murdered in Berkeley Castle one dark 
night towards the end of September 1327. Eventually, 
for his complicity in this atrocious crime, he was 
brought to justice, hanged, drawn, and quartered in 
Smithfield, London, on November 29th, 1330. 

Roger de Mortimer III had four sons and seven 
daughters. The eldest son, Edmund de Mortimer I], 
and his two brothers, Roger and Geoffrey, were 
knighted by Edward III at his Coronation. Edmund 
recovered some of his father’s lands which had been 
forfeited. The following is a translation of 


“The Patent! of King E. by which he pardons and 
grants to Edmond Mortimer the goods and 
chattels which were found and divers Manors 
after the death of Roger de Mortimer his father. 


“Edward, etc. To all to whom the present letters shall come 
Greeting. Whereas our Castle and Manor of Wiggemore with 
appurtenances the land of Melenyth with the castles of 
Kenchles [Knucklas] and Dynbaud in the same land with 
the appurtenances the land of Kedewynk with the castle of 
Dolveryn with the appurtenances and the land of Comotoyder 
with appurtenances were held by Richard [sic] de Mortimer 
now deceased for his life. So that after the death of the said 
Roger they remained to Edmund son of the said Roger and his 
heirs lawfully begotten which by reason of the death of the 
said Roger were taken into our hands we have ordered the 
same to be delivered to the said Edmond. We willing to shew 
more abundant favour to the said Edmond in this behalf have 
granted to him oxen and bullocks for ploughs and carts also 
armour brass pots basons and other utensils of a house and 
hangings dosser*? and beds worked with the arms of the 
aforesaid Edmond and other small things which belonged to 
the said Roger found in the castles and manors and lands 
aforesaid which by the forfeiture of the same Roger were 
likewise taken into our hands. To have of our gift. In 
witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made 
patent. Given by me at Windsor twenty first day of October 
the fifth year of our reign [1331].” 


Copies of various Inquisitions relating to Dolforwyn 
Castle and lands in Kery and Kedewen, taken at 


1 Liber Niger de Wigmore, M. 4. 2 Dosser = tapestry. 
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various dates between 1330 and 1360, are given in 
Mont. Coll., xxiv, pp. 385-394. Below are copies of 
the Patent of the Prince of Wales granting Dolforwyn 
Castle and the lordship of Kedewyng to Edmund de 
Mortimer III, grandson of Edward de Mortimer II, 
and his Letter commanding his officers to allow the 
said Edmund to take possession thereof. These are 
dated 26th and 27th May, 1373. 


“The Patent! of the Prince of Wales by which he 
discharges Edinond Earl of the Marches and his 
heirs of the issues and profits upon the Castle of 
Dolvorein and of the lordship of Kedewyng and 
also he grants to the said Edmond and his heirs 
the same Castle and lordship on certain condi- 
tions. 

“Edward eldest son of the King of England and France 
Prince of Wales Duke of Cornwall and Earl of Chester. To all 
who may see or hear these letters greeting. As since the death 
of Roger de Mortimer lately Earl Marcher we have held in our 
hand the castle of Dolveroyn with the lordship of Kedewyng 
during the minority of Edmond his son which possession we 
suppose to be held in chief as of our principality of Wales and 
the said Edmond being now of full age and having been so 
since the eve of Candlemas last past as seen by the proof of his 
age returned into the Chancery of our most redoubted sire and 
father the King, fully appears. We by our grant notwith- 
standing that the said Edmond now Ear! Marcher has not yet done 
unto us the services which we understand that he should do 
unto us for the said Castle and lordship as declared before the 
Council of our said most redoubted sire and father the King 
that the said Castle and lordship are held of him in chief as of 
the Crown of England of which thing the truth is not denied 
and cannot now be fully proved or inquired into we have 
granted the said present Earl who has undertaken in our 
presence to do unto us completely all his services in such part in 
case it be found before the said Council of our very redoubted sire 
and father the King by the said Earl and those called that the 
said Castle and lordship should be held of us as it is said he 
may have the possession of the Castle and Lordship aforesaid 
together with the issues which may have been raised since the 
eve of Candlemas beforesaid and we will and grant that all be 
settled in manner as is said that the said Castle and lordship 


1 Liber Niger de Wigmore, M. 9. Norman-French. 
21? 
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be held of us as of our said principality but nevertheless the 
said Edmond and his heirs be fully released by these services 
to us from the charges and profits belonging to the said Castle 
and lordship from the said day of his age being proved until 
the day that the matter shall be determined by us as herein is 
declared. In Witness of which thing we have caused these our 
letters patent to be sealed with our seal. Given at London, 
27 of May, the forty-seventh year of the reign of our most re- 
doubted sire and King in England and thirty-fourth in France 
[1373].” 





“Copy of the letter’ of the Prince of Wales com- 
manding his officers of the Castle of Dolvorayn 
and Lordship of Kedewy to allow Edmond de 
Mortimer to take possession of the said Castle 
and lordship. 


“Edward Prince of Wales Duke of Cornwall and Earl of 
Chester, eldest son of the King of England and France. To 
our friends and followers Robert de Hoghton our Steward of 
Kedewyng and Grono ap Tudor our receiver there and constable 
of the Castle of Dolvorayn Greeting. Since the death of Roger 
de Mortimer late Earl Marcher we have held in our hand the 
said Castle and lordship during the minority of Edmond his 
son which we suppose to be held of us in chief as of our Princi- 
pality of Wales. And the said Edmond being now of full age 
and having been so since the eve of Candlemas last past as 
may be seen by the proof of his age returned in the Chancery 
of our most redoubtable Sire and father the King. We by our 
grant notwithstanding that the said Edmond now Earl Marcher 
has not yet done unto us the services which we hold that he 
should do for the said Castle and lordship, but many, before 
the Council of our most redoubtable sire and father the King 
allege that the same Castle and lordship are held of him in 
chief as of the crown of England of which the truth is not 
denied nor can as yet be tried or discussed. We have granted 
that the said Earl, who has undertaken in our presence to do 
unto us in full all the services owing in case it be found before 
the Council of our most redoubtable sire and father the King 
by the said Earl and those called for him that the said Castle 
and lordship be held of us as it is said he may have possession 
of the Castle and lordship before said together with the issues 
raised since the eve of Candlemas beforesaid. So we order that 
you allow the said Earl or his attorney to enter the said Castle 


1 Liber Niger de Wigmore, M. 10, Norman-French. 
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and lordship with the appurtenances together with the said 
issues without interfering in our name whilst the matter is 
being examined by us in the manner before said or that you 
have other orders from us. And do not this neglect. Given 
under our privy seal at London the 26th day of May the year 
of the reign of our most redoubtable sire and father the King 
in England the forty-seventh and in France the thirty-fourth. 
[1373].” 


The above-named Edmund de Mortimer (IIT) died at 
Cork on the 27th December, 1381, in the 29th year of 
his age, and on the 9th of January following an Inquist- 
tion post-mortem of his possessions was taken at Salop, 
of which the following is a copy*:— 


“Inquisition taken at Salop, on the Thursday next before 
the Feast of St. Gregory the Pope, in the fifth year of the 
reign of King Richard the second [9 Jan. a.p. 1384] after the 
conquest before Robert de Swynfen Escheater of the lord the 
king in the county of Salop and the Marches of Wales to the 
same county adjacent by virtue of a certain writ of the lord the 
King to the same Escheator directed and sewn on to this 
inguisition. By the oath of William de la Sete, John de 
Ch ..., John de Kaynham, John Tuppa, Henry Dondelers 
Roger de Pichford, John Parys, William Hereford, John 
Erliobe, Richard Pirefield, Richard Tuggeford and William 
Rob... . . Who say upon their oath that Edmund de 
Mortimer, late Earl of March deceased in the said writ 
named, held on the day on which he died in his demesne as of 
fee of the lord the king in chief by knight service the castle 
of Doluoreyn and the lordship and land of Kedewyng, with 
their appurtenances in Wales to the said County of Salop, 
adjacent. Which said castle is worth nothing by the year 
beyond reprises. 

“And there is there of annual rent xxvjli. vjs. viijd. to be 
paid at the Feast of St. Michael. 

“And a custom of divers customary tenants there is worth 
by the year Cs., to be paid at the Feasts of St. Michael, Christ- 
mas, the Invention of the Holy Cross, and the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist by equal portions. 

“And there are there two carucates of arable land which 
were let to farm for lxs., to be paid at the Feast of St. 
Michael. 


1 Chancery Inquisitions post-mortem, 5 Ric. I, No. 48, M. 34. 
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“‘And there are there three watermills which were let to 
farm by the year for xvii, to be paid at the four terms above- 
said, 

“And the farms of the bailiwicks, with the toll of the new 
borough [“Novi-burgii”—Qy. Newtown?] of the vill there are 
worth by the year xvii., to be paid at the four terms abovesaid. 

“And there is there a several pasture which is worth by the 
year xxxjs. vjd., to be paid at the Feast of St. Michael. _ 

“And there is there a certain rent of corn. Namely Cix 
quarters j bushel to be paid at the Feast of St. Michael, and 
it is worth by the year xxjli., xvjs. vjd,, the worth of a bushel 
vid. 

“And there is there a certain rent of oats to be paid at the 
same Feast. Namely xxj quarters which are worth by the 
year xviijs., the worth of a bushel ijd. 

‘‘And there is there a certain rent of hens. Namely CCxv 
hens, and it is worth by the year xvijs. xjd., the worth of a hen 
jd., to be paid at the Feast of St. Martin. 

“The pleas and perquisites of the Court! there are worth by . 
the year x marks. 

“Also they say upon their oath that the same deceased held 
on the day on which he died in his demesne as of fee the 
castle, land and worship of Montgomery, etc. 

“And they say that the aforesaid Edmund, the Earl, did not 
hold any other lands [or tenements of] the lord the king in 
chief, nor of others, in the County and parts aforesaid on the 
day on which he died except certain lands and tenements in 
the country of Wyggemore, which are parcel of the castle of 
. ... there to be extended, because the same Earl Edmund 
some time before his death, by the license of the lord the king, 
and by a fine levied in the Court of the lord the king, demised 
the said castle and land, and the vill of Ludelowe, with the 
appurtenances, in the said County of Salop, the castle, land 
and lordship of Knoclas, with the appurtenances, in Wales and 
the Marches of Wales to the same County of Salop adjacent 
to W[illiam]...... Sir [Richard] Daneby, knight, Sir 
Richard Lescrop, knight, Nicholas de Carreu, Sir Peter de 
la Mare, knight, John de Bisshopeston, clerk, Walter de 
Colnipdon, clerk, and Hugh de B.. nsb.. To have and to 
hold for the life of the same William, Richard, Nicholas, Peter, 


1 The Manorial Court was held probably at the place now called 
“The Court,” » farm occupied by Mr. Miller, and almost under the 
shadow of Dolforwyn Castle. It is within 200 yards of Abermule 
Station, on the Cambrian Railway (see supra, p. 302). 
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John, Walter and Hugh of the lord the king and his heirs by 
the services thereof due and accustomed. 

“And they say that the aforesaid Earl Edmund died on the 
27th day of December last past, and that Roger, son of the 
same Edmund, of the age of 9 years and more, is next heir of 
the same Edmund.” 


In consequence of the attainder of Roger de Morti- 
mer III, and the forfeiture of his estates, Dolforwyn 
Castle had been allowed to fall into decay and become 
a ruin. Hence it was returned in the above Inquisi- 
tion as “worth nothing.” The neighbouring Castle of 
Montgomery had by this time become a place of great 
strength. Roger de Mortimer (V), the son of the above- 
named Edmund de Mortimer, was killed in Ireland in 
1398 ; and about the 2lst.of September in the same 
year an Inquisition post-mortem of his possessions was 
taken at Ludlow, which runs thus':— 


“Inquisition taken at Lodelowe, before Roger de Swynfen 
Escheater of the lord the king in the County of Salop and the 
Marches of Wales to the same County of Salop adjacent, on 
the Saturday ........ of St. Mathew the Apostle, in the 

22nd year of the reign of King Richard the second [a.D. 1398], 
by virtue of a writ of the lord the king to the same Escheater 
directed, and sewn on to this Inquisition; by the oath, etc. 
Who say upon their oath that Roger de Mortimer Earl of 
March, deceased, in the said writ named, held on the day on 
which he died in [his demesne as of fee of the lord the king in 
chief] by knight service, the castle, lordship and land of Din- 
biegh,? etc. 

“Also they say that the said Earl Roger held in his demesne 
as of fee on the day on which he died, by knight service, of the 
lord the king in chief the castle of Dolvoryn and the lordship 
of Kedewyng, with their appurtenances, in the Marches of Wales 
to the said county adjacent. Which said castle is ruinous and 
is worth nothing by the year beyond reprises. 

“Also there is there of the farm of landsand......... 
year . . li. xs. d.; to be paid annually at the Feast of St. 
Michael only. 

“ Also there is there of divers customs of husbandry let to 
farm xxii. viijs. ijd.; [to be paid at] the Feasts of Christmas, 


1 | Chancery Inquisitions post mortem, 22 Ric. II, No. ~ M. -32. 
2 Qy. Diuboeth in Radnorshire. 
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the Annunciation of the Blessed Mary and the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist equally. 

“Also there is there of the farm of three watermills xxii. 
xiijs. iiijd ; to be paid at the Feasts of SS. Ciricus' and Mathew? 
equally. 

“ Also there is there of the farms of the bailiwicks xxiijli. vjs. 
viijd.; to be paid at the said Feasts of Ciricus and Mathew 
equally. 

‘* Also there are there one hundred and four score quarters, 
seven bushels, one measure of corn de..........-. of St. 
Michael annually, the worth of a quarter vs. ilijd. -xlviijli. 
ilijs. xd. ob. 

“Also there are there xxx quarters, iiij bushels, j peck of 
oats of rent at the term of the Annunciation of the Blessed Mary 
annually, the worth of a quarter... .. xvjd. ob. 

“ Also there are there two hundred four score and two (?) 
hens, of rent, at Christmas term, annually to be paid, the worth 








of a hen jd. MiRs. . . 
“Also the pleas and perquisites of the Court of the whole 
rae ree iki als 


“ Also they say that the said Earl Roger held on the day on 
which he died, in his demesne as of fee of the lord the king in 
chief by knight service, the lordship of Kery, with its appur- 
tenances, in ‘the Marches of Wales [to the same] County [of 
Salop] adjacent. 

“ And there is there of ........ of the millsas...... 
and tenements xxviijli. vijs. vijd.; to be paid annually at the 
Feasts of Christmas, the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, [St.] 
Michael [the Archangel] and [St.] Mathew, whereof xxiijii. v 

. [is] for the farm of the mills; to be paid at the Feasts 
aforesaid of Ciricus and Mathew equally. 

“ Also there are there of the farm........ at the Feasts 
of Ciricus and Mathew equally. 

Also there are there of the farm of the offices of the forests, 
with the agistment ix/1. viiijs. iiijd.; [to be paid at] the Feasts of 
Ciricus and Mathew equally. 

“Also the pleas and perquisites of the Court of the whole 


eee 


“ And ee a say that -. said late Karl Roger died i in the parts 
of Ireland on Saturday the Feast of St. Margaret the Virgin [13 


? St. Ciricus (Curig) was one of the most venerated of the British 
Saints.. His feast was on June 16th. 


2 St. Matthew’s day was Sept. 21st. 
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July] last past, and that Edmund de Mortimer is [his] son [and 
next] heir, and that he is and was of the age of six years on the 
Sunday next after the Feast of All Saints, last past.” 

The last-named Edmund de Mortimer died in 1424 
without issue, whereupon his sister Anne succeeded 
to his possessions. She was the widow of Richard, 
Earl of Cambridge, and by him the mother of Richard, 
Duke of York, the father of Edward IV and Richard 
III, who was killed at Bosworth on August 22nd, 
1485. We have thus seen that on ceasing to belong 
to the Welsh lords of Cedewain, Dolforwyn Castle for 
two centuries formed part of the possessions of the 
once powerful Mortimer family. Linked as it was to 
their history and to their fate, it was then a place of 
some national importance, but now a few shapeless 
ruins alone remain to attest its past greatness.. In the 
words of the Welsh poet :— 


“ Drain ac ysgall mall a’i medd, 
Mieri lle bu mawredd.” 


(Where greatness dwelt in pomp now thistles reign, 
And prickly thorns assert their wide domain). 














Archaeologtral Motes and Queries. 


Inscribed Stone aT FisHeuarD.—In the Archeologia Cambrensis, 
Ath Ser., vol. xiv, for 1883 (p. 325), in an article on the “ Sepulchral 
Stone in the Churchyard of Fishguard,” Mr. Westwood read on the 
west face of the stone, ‘“‘ below the arms of the cross, the two lines of 
the inscription, in capital letters of the thirteenth century” 


DAUid 
MeDD’ 


‘“ Above the end of the second line there is a curved stroke, such as 
is usually employed in mediseval manuscripts for “us,” which would 
possibly be intended for the name ‘ Meddus’, or ‘ Meadows’.” The 
northern edge of the stone he was inclined to read as signifying 
“Domine miserere, ive AaBid, me,” the Greek words being contracted: 
the southern edge begins with a contracted name of our Lord, 
followed by ‘‘ Ano d' M°d‘l.. .” after which is the single letter h as 
a Gothic capital. He continues: “This wouldapparently give ‘ Anno 
Domini, M°D‘I. . .” as the date of the inscription, a date too recent by 
two hundred years for the form of the letters of the inscription on the 
Sace of the monument, whilst the interlaced ornaments on the west face 
of the stone would indicate a still earlier Norman period.” I should 
like to point out in connection with the italicized portion of the above 
extract, that in the Valor Ecclesiasticus (1535), the then vicar of 
Fishguard was David Mendus; and it may be suggested that the 
last numeral of the date is Land not I. The name ‘ Mendus’ how- 
ever, is old in North Pembrokeshire, especially in Dinas. One of 
the first names I found in the Parish Church Registers of Dinas, 
some years ago, was ‘Catherine Mendus,’ about the middle of the 
seventeenth century. Mr. Laws, in his Pembrokeshire work gives an 
old pedigree in which the name occurs. Fenton also (p. 551 of his 
Historical Tour) mentions the name as derived from the followers of 
Martin de Tours. I have heard its connection with the Spanish 
“ Mendoza” suggested. 

A. W. Wape-Evans. 





Birp’s-Eye View oF CarpirF asouT 1650.—The accompanying 
bird’s-eye view of the town of Cardiff is reproduced from a collection 
of one hundred and sixteen coloured plans of the fortifications of 
various places in England, France, the Netherlands, and Germany, 
drawn by a French artist about 1650, now a large folio MS. in the 
British Museum, Additional 11,564, fol. 6. The volume contains 
the armorial bookplate of Louis Albert d’Albert d’Ailly, Duc de 
Chaulnes, tifth son of the Duc de Luynes. Thorpe, the dealer, had 
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it of the Hon. Twisleton Fiennes, afterwards Lord Say and Sele, 
and sold it to the Department of Manuscripts in the British 
Museum, April 13, 1839. The view is delicately drawn in sepia, 
with blue and red washed roofs to the houses and churches ; the 
river, blue; the cresting of the walls, red ; house-plots, yellow ochre, 
and some other tints. The details are of the highest interest. The 
town part speaks for itself. The large house without the “ Porte de 
YEst ” is probably the mansion of the Herberts, built on the site of 
the Grey Friars; the two plots to the west of the castle appear to be 
conjectural as to detail: recent years have witnessed their thorough 
exploration by the late Marquess of Bute, and the result has been 
already given to the reader of Archewologia Cambrensis. Those 
who are familiar with the topography of medieval Cardiff will best 
appreciate the valne of this remarkable view; and we hope to be 
favoured with an exhaustive paper on it hereafter by ..... ? We 
are indebted to Dr. W. de G. Birch, of the British Museum, for 
pointing out the existence of this plan. 





INTERESTING Discovery NEAR Cotwyn Bay.—A highly interesting 
discovery has just been made at Rhos-on-Sea, the suburb to the 
north-west of Colwyn Bay. In a large quarry on the north-east- 
ward slope of this hill, a number of men have for some time been 
employed. A few days ago, as they were boring for a blast about 
midway on the face of the rock, which is 40 ft. deep, and after 
drilling a hole of about 18 ins. deep, the chisel dropped as if a hollow 
had been struck. One or two charges were fired, but to little effect, 
having exploded downwards, but the thir) shattered the rock, and 
on the smoke clearing a circular-shaped cavity was discovered, with 
an aperture of about 18 ins., showing itself in the rock behind. 
Closer inspection showed that the men had struck into the crown or 
top of a circular-shaped cell of about 4 ft. diameter. The stones 
appeared fairly smooth and evenly curved, and there are ridges, 
all culminating at the summit, suggestive of a groined roof. A 
6 ft. iron rod easily slid into the soft sand which almost filled the 
apartment. Some of the men groped into the aperture, and found 
themselves in a sort of passage. The sand, etc., is being carefully 
cleared out and sifted, and several fragments, seemingly of ancient 
flint instruments, have already been found. A theory of the origin 
of the chamber is suggested by the close proximity of the ruins of 
the court of Maelgwyn Gwynedd, a Welsh Prince of the sixth cen- 
tury. The passage runs in the direction of this ruin, which is only 
40 yards away. It may probably have been a secret treasure-cham- 
ber or hiding place. The careful clearing away of the débris will be 
watched with interest ; and it is by no means improbable that the 
original entrance to this newly-discovered chamber may be found 
under the hearthstone of the great fireplace in the ruins of Llys 
Maelgwyn.— Liverpool Mercury, 27th November, 1900. 
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LianiLar.—Antiquaries owe Mr. Loxdale, Castle Hill, a debt of 
gratitude for his foresight and kindness in rescuing from destruction 
an old stone, described by Meyrick in his History and Antiquities 
of Cardiganshire as one “covered with such knots and circles as 
are generally termed Runic, and ascribed to the chisels of the ninth 
century.” It is about 5 ft. 1] ins., in length, and about 2 ft. in 
breadth. Mr. Loxdale has had it removed from Maesmynach, near 
Lampster, where in Meyrick’s time it is supposed it was in an erect 
position, and has brought it to Castle Hill ; and in order to preserve 
it from being further destroyed by the inclemency of the weather, has 
had a frame made to enclose it, with a glass top, to enable those who 
wish to examine it. Mr. Loxdale also permits us to state that any 
one who takes an interest in antiquarian studies may examitie the 
stone, which is placed near the north entrance to the Castle Hill 
mansion. It may be stated that the Cambrian Archeological Asso- 
ciation visited this stone at Maesmynach, in 1878, during the 
Lampeter meeting. - 





BasincwerK Aspey.—The effort (says a correspondent of the 
Manchester Guardian) which is to be made with the view of pre- 
serving the remains of Basingwerk Abbey, Flintshire, from further 
dilapidation, is rousing keen interest among archeologists in Flint- 
shire, Cheshire, and even more distant places. The Flintshire 
County Council have also the matter in hand, and the probability is 
that a strong committee will be formed to deal with the matter, and 
to preserve this beautiful ruin, with its rich historical associations, 
from being yet more rudely dealt with by the hand of time. The 
Abbey stands on rising ground not far distant from the Holyhead 
railway station. The origin of the name “ Basingwerk” is absolutely 
unknown. Learned writers in the Archeologia Cambrensis, and 
kindred publications, have made ingenious guesses and deductions 
on the subject, but none of them agree. With regard to the date 
of the foundation of the Abbey, it is stated by Bishop Tanner that 
Ranulph, Earl of Chester, began to build it about 113], and that it 
was afterwards added to by Henry II, and bestowed upon the 
Cistercian Order in 1159. The accuracy of Tanner’s conjecture is 
borne out by the confirmation of grants made to “ God, St. Mary, 
and the monks of Basingwerk” by Henry II, wherein the King 
says :—“ And I moreover do grant and confirm to them all their 
tenements which Ranulph Earl of Chester and other barons have 
given to them, that is to say, Halliwelle and Falibroch, and the 
chapel of Basingwerk, in which they at first dwelt, with the mills 
and all their apourtenances.” From the words “in which they at 
first dwelt,” it is evident the monks had been some time settled at 
Basingwerk at the date of the granting of this charter. The 
charters of Llewelyn ap Iorwerth and his son, David, both speak of 
gifts which their predecessors had bestowed upon the monks of 
Basingwerk, and the probability, therefore, is that the original 
foundation was by one of the earlier princes of Wales. The Cister- 
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cians had no religious house in this country before 1128, so that the 
first monks at Basingwerk must have belonged to some other Order, 
perhaps the Fratres Gresei, as conjectured by the “ laborious” 
Leland. Giraldus de Barri (Cambrensis) was here in the train of 
Archbishop Baldwin, and he describes it as “ cellula de Basingwerk” 
(the “ little cell of Basingwerk”). In the time of the first Edward 
we find that the ‘“‘ Abbas de Basingwerk”’ was called to Parliament, 
and Edward gave one of them a tract of land at Gelli, in Whitford, 
where there used to be a chapel belonging to the monks of Basing- 
werk (it is now a farmhouse). There is no doubt that at one time 
the Abbey was a rich and flourishing one, with property in various 
parts of the country. Henry II confirmed to them, among other 
possessions, “‘a hundred shillings out of the revenues of Chester,” 
and they also had the church of Holywell and the chapel of Colsul 
(Coleshill), the village of “ Wenhewm,” tithes of fish from Rhuddlan 
and other places, and property in the English dioceses of Coventry 
and Lichfield. Tanner states they also had a silver mine at Basing- 
werk, About the end of the fifteenth century, the Abbot of Basing- 
werk was Thomas ap Davydd Pennant. The herald bard, Guttyn 
Owain (who in those days resided alternately at Basingwerk and 
Strata Florida), wrote a poem (still extant) in which he compliments 
this abbot upon his illustrious pedigree, and then proceeds to 
describe the Abbey in most interesting fashion :— 
“It is a part of heaven ; he is the Sovereign of our language ; 

Excellent are the buildings ; the houses of the district 

Of faultless freestone ; abundant are the materials, 

And native oaks in an extensive park. 

Houses of delicious wine ; the temple of the saints ; 

Houses of the choir; a house for the convent ; 

A good house for the corn on the other side. 

There is a malt house and it has a brick house, 

There is a stone wall by Cilgwri, 

And upon it a gate house. 

Upon a rampart, where a load of gold might be obtained, 

Has a narrow fortress shutting in the monks. 

With mills has he filled with every available glen and hill. 

Generous God, wherever his lot falls 

There the work of water and wind is not in vain. 

Gold has been bestowed upon the fabric 

On the land of God, like the leaves in number. 

Should the gold of a king have been there contributed, 

He has given twice as much in wine. 

Goods and victuals without number 

He daily gives to all the world.” 


In 1543 (32 Henry VIII) letters patent were passed under the 
Great Seal, being a grant of the reversion of the Abbey to Harrye 
ap Harrye and Peter Multon, in consideration of the sum of 
£280 8s. 8d. ‘The daughter of the first named married one of the 
Mostyns of Talacre, and the Abbey and grounds now belong to 
Sir Pyers Mostyn, of Talacre, the head of one of the chief Roman 
Catholic families in North Wales.— Wrexham Advertiser, June 22nd, 
1901. 
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Tue Rev. Exvias Owen or Luan y Bropwet.! 


WE deeply regret to record the death of the Rev. Elias Owen, 
M.A., F.S.A., vicar of Llan y Blodwel, which took place suddenly 
on Friday evening, May 19th, at the age of sixty-five. About 
a couple of months ago, Mr. Owen had an attack of influenza and 
bronchitis, but he had recovered sufficiently to resume his duties, 
and on Friday he was busily engaged on a work he had in hand, 
The Holy Wells of North Wales, until about 7.30 in the evening, 
when Mrs. Owen heard a noise in the smoking-room, and on going 
there found her husband on the floor, crying for help. She hastened 
to fetch the groom, who, after making Mr. Owen as comfortable as 
he could, went for Dr. Lewis, of Llansantffraid, but by the time he 
arrived Mr. Owen had passed peacefully away, never having regained 
consciousness. 

As an antiquary and author Mr. Owen enjoyed an extensive and 
well-deserved reputation ; and to those who knew him intimately he 
was a man of the kindest disposition, genial, hospitable, and straight- 
forward . . . . often at the expense of giving offence. A 
broad-minded Christian; he recognised a noble spirit wherever he 
met it, and he hated nothing so much as a lie or hypocrisy. In the 
parish where he lived he was much beloved, and his death will be 
keenly felt, not less by those who belonged to other communions 
than by those who were members of hisown Church . . . . . 

Born in 1833, Mr. Owen was the son of Mr. James Owen, who 
at that time lived at a farm near Deythur Grammar School, where 
his father was educated. The family, shortly after Mr. Owen’s 
birth, removed to Montgomery, and after a brief stay there, to 
Llanidloes. Mr. Owen had five brothers: Mr. Morgan Owen, now 
H.M. Inspector of Schools for Nottingham, the Rev. T. W. Owen, 
the’ Rev. Elijah Owen, Elisha, and Edward. In 1878 Mr. Owen 
took his M.A. degree at Dublin University, and in the same year 
three of his brothers also took their degrees-—an almost unique 
occurrence. There were also three sisters. Mr. Owen won a 
Queen’sscholarship . . . . His first appointment was as Head- 
master of Llanllechid National School near Bangor; and it was 
whilst at Llanllechid that he became really interested in antiquarian 
research. After studying some Roman encampments in the neigh- 
bourhood he prepared a map of them, and, subsequently, as the 
remains were scattered, he made a map of the whole parish. The 
result of his researches was published, and appeared in the Worth 


1 Extracted from Byegones of Wednesday, May 24th, 1899. 
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Wales Chronicle at the time. It was also whilst at Llanllechid that 
he read for his degree at Trinity College, Dublin. During his 
University career of two and a-half years he carried off many prizes, 
more especially in divinity; and in 1871 he graduated B.A., pro-: 
ceeding M.A. in 1878. He was elected a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries in 1890; and it is an open secret that in the course of 
the next few months he was to have had conferred on him the 
degree of LL.D. (honoris causa), of his old College. He was 
ordained deaccn by the Bishop of Bangor in 1871, and being the 
first candidate at the ordination, he was subsequently “ gospeller.” 
In 1872 he was ordained priest. He took up his first curacy at 
Llanwnog in 1871, and in 1875 he was appointed curate of Holy 
Trinity Church, Oswestry. In the following year he was appointed 
Diocesan Inspector of Schools for St. Asaph, and in 1881 he was 
presented to the rectory of Efenechtyd, where he remained until the 
latter end of 1892, when he was offered and accepted the living of 
Blodwel. Noe ee ‘ 

Among Mr. Owen’s works is The Old Stone Crosses of the Vale of 
Clwyd. In this work all the sketches were done by the author with 
pen and pencil. The book, which treats of the ancient manners and 
customs and the legendary lore of the Vale of Clwyd, was very 
favourably received, not only in Wales and England, but also on the 
Continent, and particularly in America. Perhaps Mr. Owen’s best- 
known work is Welsh Folk-lore, a collection of the folk-tales and 
legends of North Wales, the prize essay of the National Eisteddfod 
of 1887. The prize consisted of a silver medal and £20, and the 
adjudicators were Canon Silvan Evans, Principal Rays, and Mr. 
Egerton Phillimore. When the essay was received back from the 
adjudicators, it was thoroughly revised and materially enlarged by 
the author before it was published. In gathering material for the 
work, it was Mr. Owen’s custom, after his duties as Inspector were 
over, to ask the local elergy with whom he stayed to accompany 
him to the most aged of the inhabitants of the parish. This they 
willingly did: and often after dark on a winter’s evening, lantern in 
hand, they sallied forth on their journey; and in this way a rich 
deposit of traditions and superstitions was often rescued from 
oblivion. Mr. Owen’s next publication was his “ Glossary of Mont- 
gomery,” in the Powysland Collections, published in 1891. He was 
also for some time juint editor of the Montgomeryshire Collections. 
In 1895 he edited the ‘‘ Works of the Rev. Griffith Edwards (Gutyn 
Padarn), M.A., F.R.H.S.,” a late vicar of Llangadfan. The works 
consist of a parochial history of Llangadfan, Garthbeibio, and 
Llanerfyl, with Welsh and English poetry. Mr. Owen had also in 
his possession the late Mr. Edwards’ sermons in MS., and this work 
is at present passing through the press, the publishers being Messrs. 
Woodall, Minshall & Co. Mr. Owen had also an idea that it would 
he well if he could in some way preserve his own sermons ; and only 
a few weeks ago he expressed a desire to have them published. 
Mr. Owen was a frequent contributor to the Archeologia Cambrensis, 
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The Antiquary, The Reliquary, and other antiquarian publications, 
and for many years he wrote anonymously to the Ruthin School 
Magazine, on subjects of local antiquarian interest. To our 
Byegones columns he was one of the oldest and most valued con- 
tributors. At the time of his death he was engaged in writing a 
work on The Holy Wells of North Wales, a labour of love, which 
his son, the Rev. Canon Owen, proposes to complete. Mr. Owen 
naturally took a deep interest in education, and for seven years he 
was on the council of the University College of North Wales. He 
married Miss Margaret Pierce, by whom he had twelve children, 
eleven of whom, with the widow, survive him. They are the Rev. 
E. J. Owen, of Llanfairfechan, Mr. W. P. Owen, solicitor, of 
Aberystwyth, the Rev. Canon Owen, of Bangor Cathedral, Master 
J. L. M. Owen, now at Friars’ School, Bangor; and eight daughters, 
Mary, Susan, Maggie, Lizzie, Myfanwy, Lilly, Sally, and Enid. Mr. 
Owen was always fond of sport, in the best sense of the word, and 
took a great delight in football and cricket. Since Mr. Owen’s 
advent to Llan y Blodwel, the churchyard has been greatly extended. 
The Earl of Bradford gave the land in 1894, and half an acre was 
added to the old churchyard. Mr. Owen also enlarged the school 
at Porth y waen; and to meet the requirements of the Education 
Department, the schoolmaster’s house was converted into a class- 
room. 

The funeral took place at the parish church of Llan y Blodwel, 
on the Tuesday following his death. 
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Cemmaes, 142 

Cenarth, Norman font, 155 
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Coygan Cave, 23 

Coity, St. Mary, 250 

Crosses, Ancient, 64, 250, 260, 267, 
275 
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Williams, J. Ignatius, Esq., M.A. 
Williams, J. A. A., Esq. 
Wilkins, Charles, Esq., F.G.S. 


LIST OF MEMBERS. 






















































Rectory, Merthyr Tydfil 
Vicarage, Briton Ferry 
Penydarren House, Merthyr Tydfil 
Llandaff Place, Llandaff 

Baglan Cottage, Briton Ferry 
Victoria Street, Merthyr Tydfil 
Dowlais 

Town Hall, Cardiff 

Lyndhurst, Dinas-Powys, Cardiff 
Pen Illtyd, Palace Road, Llandaff 
Brynbriallu, Swansea 

Bryn Teilo, Llandaff 

Llantrisant, Glam. 

Pant, Dowlais 


The Ham, Cowbridge 


Merthyr Mawr, Bridgend, Glam. 

University College, Cardiff 

Water Street, Neath 

30, Trafalgar Terrace, Swansea 

Wilts and Dorset Bank, Cardiff 

Old Church Place, Merthyr Tydfil 

Newcastle House, Bridgend 

28, Fisher Street, Swansea 

Swansea 

Cardwell Chambers, Marsh Street, 
Bristol; and. Clifton House, 
Southerndown 

Brynheulog, Hengoed, Cardiff 

Bridgend, Glam. 

Swansea 

Margam Park, Taibach 


. Aberpergwm, Glyn Neath, Glam. 


Llandaff Place, Llandaff 
Coedriglan Park, Cardiff 
Coedriglan Park, Cardiff 
Ewenny Priory, Bridgend 
11, Park Place, Cardiff 
Merthyr Tydfil 
Public Museum, Cardiff 
5, Glentworth Road, Redland, Bristol ; 
and Y Graig, Glamorgan 
Plasynllan, Whitechurch, Cardiff 
The Ham, Cowbridge 
Springfield, Merthyr Tydfil 


LIST OF MEMBERS. 


PEMBROKESHIRE. (29). 


Cawdor, The Right Hon. the Earl 
of, Lord Lieutenant of Pem- 
brokeshire 


Lloyd, The Right Rev. Tehai, 
D.D., aiid sitet of 
Swansea 


Philipps, Sir C. E. G:, Bart. 
Scourfield, Sir Owen H. P., Bart. 
Allen, Miss Mary . P 


Allen, Herbert, Esq. 


Bancroft, J. J., Esq., H.M.LS. . 
Bowen, Rev. David . P 
Cathedral Library . . 
Chidlow, Rev. C., M.A. 

De Winton, W. 8., Esq. 


Fenton, Ferrar, Esq. 


Hilbers, Ven. Archdeacon, M.A. 
Lascelles, Arthur, Esq. . 
Laws, Edward, Esq., F.8.A. 
Leach, A, L., Esq. ° 


Lloyd-Philipps, F., Esq., M.A. . 
Mortimer, Rev. T. G., M.A. 
Owen, G. L., Esq. . 

Owen ‘Henry, Esq. ,»D.C.L. F. 8. ‘ 


Phillips, Rev. James e 
Phillips, J. W., Esq., Solicitor 
Samson, Lewis, Esq., F.S.A. 
Thomas, Miss . ‘ ° 
Thomas, Mrs. James ° 
Vaughan, J. W., Esq. . 
Wade-Evans, Rev. A. W. . 


Williams, H. W., Esq., F.G.S. . 
Wright, A. J., Esq. 


Stackpole Court, Pembroke 


Jeffreyston Rectory, Begelly, S. Wales 

Picton Castle, Haverfordwest 

Williamston, Neyland 

c/o C. F. Egerton Allen, EKsq., Hill 
Cottage, Tenby 

Keston, Watford, Herts. ; and Norton, 
Tenby 

Somerset House, Tenby 

Hamilton House, Pembroke 

St. David’s, Pembroke 

Llawhaden Vicarage, Narberth 

4, Palace Yard, Gloucester; and 
Haroldston, Haverfordwest 


345, City Road, London, E.C.; and 
Fishguard, Pembrokeshire 
St. Thomas Rectory, Haverfordwest 
Belmore, Narberth 
pgs Place, Tenby 
Nithdale Road, Plumstead, S.E. ; 
"(Tenby and Co., News Office, Tenby) 
Pentypark, Clarbeston, R.S.O. 
The Court, Fishguard, R.S.O. 
Withybush, Haverfordwest 
44, Oxford Terrace, Hyde Park, W.; 
and Poyston, Pembroke 
Haverfordwest 
Haverfordwest 
Scotchwell, Haverfordwest 
Cathedral Close, St. David’s. 
Rock House, Haverfordwest 
Brynymor, Tenby 
c/o St. Matthew’s Vicarage, Oakley 
Square, N. W. ; Fishguard, Pembroke 
Solva, Pembroke 
Normanhurst, Haverfordwest 
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—-- (5). 
Evans, Rev. L. H., M.A. Vicarage, Rhayader 
Jones, John, Esq. . ‘ . Ash Villa, Rhayader 
Sladen, Mrs. Rhydoldog, Rhayader 
Venables-Llewelyn, Charles, Esq. Llysdinam, Newbridge-on-Wye 
Williams, T. Marchant, Esq., Police Court, Merthyr Tydfil, and 
M.A. ; - « .»  dergdielin, Builth 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. (13). 
Tredegar, The Right Hon. Lord, 
Lord Lieut. of Monmouthshire Tredegar Park, Newport 

Llangattock, The Rt. Hon. Lord The Hendre, Monmouth 

Jackson, Sir H. M., Bart. - Llantilio Court, Abergavenny 

Bowen, A. E., Esq. . . The Town Hall, Pontypool 

*Evans, Miss Charlotte M. . Nantyderry, Abergavenny 

Evans, Pepyat W., Esq. . - Lilwynarthan, Castleton, Cardiff 
Haines, W., Esq. ; ‘ . Y Bryn, Abergavenny 

Hanbury, J. Capel, Esq. . . Pontypool Park, Mon. 

Howell, Rev. Howell. . . The Rectory, Goytre, Abergavenny 
Jones, Thomas, Esq. . : . Clytha Square, Newport, Mon. 
Prothero, Rev. E. M. ; . Vicarage, Llangwm, Usk 

Rickards, R., Esq. . . . The Priory, Usk 

*Williams, Albert A., Esq. . Penypare, Llangibby, Newport, Mon. 

THE MARCHES. (22). 

Harlech, The Right Hon. Lord. Brogyntyn, Oswestry 

Banks, W. H., Esq., B.A. . . Ridgebourne, Kington, Herefordshire 
Bax, Pearce B. Ironside, Esq. . 6, Stanley Place, Chester 
Bulkeley-Owen,Rev.T.M.,M.A. Tedsmore Hall, West Felton, R.S.0. 
Corrie, A. Wynne, Esq. . . Park Hall, Oswestry 

Davies, James, Esq. . : . Gwynva, Broomy Hill, Hereford 
Dovaston, John Freeman 

Edward, Esq. ‘ West Felton, Oswestry 

_ Drinkwater, Rev. C. H., M. A. . St. George’s Vicarage, Shrewsbury 
Ellis, H. E., Esq. 7, Quarry Place, Shrewsbury 
Gleadowe, T. 8., Esq., H. M. I, S. Alderley, Cheshire 

Grey-Edwards, Rev. A. H. . Lidstone, Abergavenny 

Longley, Mrs. , . Dinham House, Ludlow [timer, Salop 
Newell, Rev. E. J., M. nag - Neen Solars’ Vicarage, Cleobury Mor- 
*Nicholson. A. C., Esq. : . Victoria Parade, Oswestry 
*Parry-Jones, J., "Esq. . «+ Beechfield, Oswestry 

Partington, S. W., Esq. . . Garthlyn, Kilmorey Park, Chester 
Pilley, Walter, Esq. . . . The Barton, Hereford 

Sitwell, F. Hurst, Esq. .  . Ferney Hall, Craven Arms, Shropshire 
Summers, H. H. C., Esq. . . Oswestry 

Taylor, Henry, Esq., F.S.A. . 12, Curzon Park, Chester 

Woodall, Edward, Esq. . Wingthorpe, Oswestry 


Wynne Ffoulkes, M.A., His 
Honour Judge 4. aie Old Northgate House, Chester 
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CORRESPONDING SOCIETIES. 


The Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, London (c/o W. H. 
St. John Hope, Esq.) 

The Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, Queen Street Museum, Edin- 
burgh (c/o Joseph Anderson, Esq., LL.D.) 

The Royal Society of Antiquaries, Ireland (c/o R. H. Cochrane, Esq., 
F.S.A., 7, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin) 

The British Archwological Association, 32, Sackville Street, W. (c/o S. 
Rayson, Esq.) 

The Archeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, 20, Hanover 
Square, W. (c/o The Secretary) 

The Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries, Copenhagen 

The Royal Institution of Cornwall, Truro (c/o Major T. Parkyn) 

The Cambridge Antiquarian Society, Cambridge 

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archzological Society (The Society’s 
Library, Eastgate, Gloucester) 

The Chester Archeological, and Historical Society (c/o I. E. Ewen, Esq., 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester) 

The Shropshire Archeological and Natural History Society (c/o F, 
Goyne, Esq., Shrewsbury) 

The Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian Society, Kendal 

Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-on-Tyne (R. Blair, Esq., F.S.A.) 

La Société d’Archéologie de Bruxelles, Rue Ravenstein 11, Bruxelles 

The Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., U.S.A. 

The Library, Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

Kongl. Vitterhets Historie och Antiquitets Akademien, Stockholm 
(c/o Dr. Anton Blomberg, Librarian). 

The University of Toulouse (c/o The Librarian, 2, Rue de l'Université, 
Toulouse) 





All Members residing in South Wales and Monmouthshire are 
requested to forward their subscriptions to the Rev. CHaRLES CHIDLOW; 
M.A., Llawhaden Vicarage, Narberth. All other Members to the Rev- 
Canon R. TREvVoR Owen, F.S.A., Bodelwyddan Vicarage, Rhuddlan 
Flintshire, R.S.O. 

As it is not impossible that omissions or errors may exist in the above 
list, corrections will be thankfully received by the General Secretaries, 

The Annual Subscription is One Guinea, payable in advance on the first 
day of the year. 

Members wishing to retire must give six months’ notice previous to the 
first day of the following year, at the same time paying all arrears. 

All communications with regard to the Archaologia Cambrensis should 
be addressed to the Editor, J. Rommtty ALLEN, F.S.A., 28, Great Ormond 
Street, London, W.C. 





LAWS 


OF THE 


Cambrian Archaeological Assorctation. 





EsTaBLIsHED 1846, 


In order to Examine, Preserve, and Illustrate the Ancient Monuments and 
Remains of the History, Language, Manners, Customs, 
and Arts of Wales and the Marches. 





CONSTITUTION, 

1, The Association shall consist of Subscribing, Corresponding, and Hono- 
rary Members, of whom the Honorary Members must not be British 
subjects. 

ADMISSION, 

2. New members may be enrolled by the Chairman of the Committee, or by 
either of the General Secretaries; but their election is not complete 
—_ it shall have been confirmed by a General Meeting of the Associa- 

on. 
GOVERNMENT. 

8. The Government of the Association is vested in a Committee consisting 
of a President, Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Chairman of Committee, 
the General and Local Secretaries, and not less than twelve, nor more 
than fifteen, ordinary subscribing members, three of whom shall retire 
annually according to seniority. 


ELECTION. 

4, The Vice-Presidents shall be chosen for life, or as long as they remain 
members of the Association. The President and all other officers shall 
be chosen for one year, but shall be re-eligible. The officers and new 
members of Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meet- 
ing. The Committee shall recommend candidates; but it shall be 
open to any subscribing member to propose other candidates, and to 
demand a poll. All officers and members of the Committee shall be 
chosen from the subscribing members, 


THE CHAIR. 
5. At all meetings of the Committee the chair shall be taken by the Presi- 
dent, or, in his absence, by the Chairman of the Committee. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE, 

6, The Chairman of the Committee shall superintend the business of the 

Association during the intervals between the Annual Meetings ; and 

he shall have power, with the concurrence of one of the General Secre- 

taries, to authorise proceedings not specially provided for by the laws . 

A report of his proceedings shall be laid before the Committee for their 
approval at the Annual General Meeting. 
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EDITORIAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 


7. There shall be an Editorial Sub-Committee, consisting of at least three 
members, who shall superintend the publications of the Association, and 
shall report their proceedings annually to the Committee. 


SUBSCRIPTION, 
8. All Subscribing Members shall pay one guinea in advance, on the Ist of 
January in each year, to the Treasurer or his banker (or to either of 
the General Secretaries). 


WITHDRAWAL, 


9. Members wishing to withdraw from the Association must give six 
months’ notice to one of the General Secretaries, and must pay all 
arrears of subscriptions, 


PUBLICATIONS, 


10. All Subscribing and Honorary Members shall be entitled to receive all 
the publications of the Association issued after their election (except 
any special publication issued under its auspices), together with a 
ticket giving free admission to the Annual Meeting. 


SECRETARIES, 


11. The Secretaries shall forward, once a month, all subscriptions received 
by them to the Treasurer. 


TREASURER. 


12. The accounts of the Treasurer shall be made up annually, to December 
81st; and as soon afterwards as may be convenient, they shall be 


audited by two subscribing members of the Association, to be appointed 
at the Annual General Meeting. A balance-sheet of the said accounts, 
certified by the Auditors, shall be printed and issued to the members, 


BILLS, 

13. The funds of the Association shall be deposited in a bank in the name 
of the Treasurer of the Association for the time being; and all bills 
due from the Association shall be countersigned by one of the General 
Secretaries, or by the Chairman of the Committee, before they are paid 
by the Treasurer. 


COMMITTEE-MEETING. 
14, The Committee shall meet at least once a year for the purpose of nomi- 


nating officers, framing rules for the government of the Association, 
and transacting any other business that may be brought before it, 


GENERAL MEETING. 


15, A General Meeting shall be held annually for the transaction of the 
business of the Association, of which due notice shall be given to the 
members by one of the General Secretaries, 


‘ SPECIAL MEETING. 

16. The Chairman of the Committee, with the concurrence of one of the 
General Secretaries, shall have power to call a Special Meeting, of 
which at least three weeks’ notice shall be given to each member by 
one of the General Secretaries, 


QUORUM. 
17, At all meetings of the Committee five shall form a quorum, 
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CHAIRMAN, 


18. At the Annual Meeting the President, or, in his absence, one of the 
Vice-President, or the Chairman of the Committee, shall take the 
chair ; or, in their absence, the Committee may appoint a chairman, 





CASTING VOTE. 


19. At all meetings of the Association or its Committee, the Chairman shall 
have an independent as well as a casting vote. 





REPORT. 
20. The Treasurer and other officers shall oagert their proceedings to the 

General Committee for approval, and General Committee shall 
report to the Annual General Meeting of Subscribing Members. 


TICKETS. 
21, At the Annual Meeting, tickets admitting to excursions, exhibitions, 
and evening meetings, shall be issued to Subscribing and Honorary 
Members gratuitously, and to corresponding Members at such rates as 
may be fixed by the officers. . 


ANNUAL MEETING. 

22. The superintendence of the arrangements for the Annual Meeting shall 
be under the direction of one of the General Secretaries in conjunction 
with one of the Local Secretaries of the Association for the district, 
and a Local Committee to be approved of by such General Secretary. 










LOCAL EXPENSES, 


23, All funds subscribed towards the local expenses of an Annual Meeting 
shall be paid to the joint account of the General Secretary acting for 
that Meeting and a ato Secretary ; and the Association shall not be 
liable for any expense incurred without the sanction of such General 
Secretary. 

AUDIT OF LOCAL EXPENSES, 

24, The accounts of each Annual Meeting shall be audited by the Chairman 
of the Local Committee, and the balance of receipts and expenses on 
each occasion be received, or paid, by the Treasurer of the Association, 
such audited accounts being sent to him as soon after the meeting as 
possible. ; 

ALTERATIONS IN THE RULES. ; 

25, Any Subscribing Member may propose alterations in the Rules of the i 
Association ; but such alteration must be notified to one of the General 
Secretaries at least one month before the Annual Meeting, and he shall 
lay. it before the Committee ; and if approved by the Committee, it a 
shall be submitted for confirmation at the next Meeting. ' 





(Signed) 0. C. BABINGTON, 


August 17th, 1876. Chairman of the Committee. 














ee ed et 











